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St Philip and St James’ Parish Church, Whittington 
A Ninth Century Chapel rebuilt in 1844  

 

       In the Worcester South East Team 
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Vicar   The Rev’d Andy Stand    01905 358150 

    

   Church Officers for Whittington 
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 Holy Trinity & St Matthew Ronkswood 

Vicar   Rev’d Rob Farmer 
 

Readers in the Team:  

   Mr Mike Bunclark 

 

Team Administrator:  
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 Tel: 01905 358083   

 email: worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 
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Christmas 2020 

 

We wish you a Happy Christmas however carefully 

you may be celebrating and a more hopeful New 

Year with a vaccine in sight.  Paper copies of this 

magazine are beginning to resume but the “e      

version” will continue to be circulated as it has 

been.   

Editor 
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Letter from the Vicarage 
November 2020 

 

Hi Everyone, 

How are we all? I hope and pray that you are 
keeping fit and well and staying safe. 

I’m sure many of you will be familiar with one of 
the stories in the Gospels, concerning Jesus and his disciples when 
they were out in a boat on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus, is asleep in the 
boat when what must have been quite a ferocious storm brews up 
and threatens to submerge the boat. The storm is so severe that the 
disciples, including, within their number, at least four experienced 
fishermen, are frightened for their lives and for their boat. They wake 
Jesus up and he immediately takes control of the situation and orders 
the waves to be still and the sea is calmed! 

If you are a regular reader of this magazine, you may remember that 
last month I mentioned a bit of a family crisis that we were              
experiencing at the vicarage. Some of you have been kind enough to 
enquire how we are doing. To some of you I have answered that it is 
going to take a little while for the waves of the crisis which crashed 
over us, to die down - unfortunately, I don’t think Jesus is going to be 
able to command these particular waves to be instantaneously 
stilled! They are though subsiding and I think we are navigating our 
way through the choppy waters. We remain grateful for all those of 
you who continue to hold us in your prayers. 

For many of us, I guess, navigating the waters of the Pandemic, will 
have had a similar affect - making us feel buffeted by the storm and 
the destruction of lives and livelihoods that it is now beginning to 
leave in its wake. 

Thankfully, there is now the hope of a vaccine on the horizon, and 
again we must hope and pray that this will bring some respite to all of 
our lives, while at the same time remembering to give thanks to God 
for the skill of all those who have helped to develop it.  
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I fear though, that we have a little way to journey yet, before the 
storm, of the pandemic, will have truly passed. 

One of the recurring themes in the Christmas story, and the gospel 
stories as a whole, is the instruction to those at the centre of the    
stories, to not be afraid.  

It was the message that the angel brought to Mary, when he           
announced to her that she was pregnant and would bear God’s Son. It 
was the message that the same angel brought to the Shepherds on a 
Bethlehem hillside, when he told them the child had been born, and 
invited them to go and see for themselves. 

Mary’s response was one of faith and trust in God. I imagine, that  
despite the angel’s words, Mary was still fearful. What mother        
carrying an unborn child wouldn’t be at least slightly anxious about 
the health of both the child and herself, as the moment of delivery 
and new birth draws close; and of course Mary wasn’t a typical    
mother of an unborn child in her day. She was young and unmarried. 
She faced all of the stigma attached to such social faux-pas. In the 
gospel accounts, it took another visitation from the angel, to prevent 
Joseph from deserting her and her child all together.  

Who wouldn’t be afraid in those circumstances? 

We celebrate this month, the fruit of Mary’s acceptance of God’s will. 
We celebrate the birth of our saviour, Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace. We celebrate Mary’s faith and trust in God. We hear once 
again God’s message to Mary, to Joseph, to the shepherds, and to us: 
“Do not be afraid!” 

I hope and pray, that in this very different Christmas season, you may 
be able to experience the Peace of the Christ child and find something 
of the joy and delight of Mary and Joseph and all those who came to 
worship Him. Happy Christmas everyone. 

Every Blessing, Andy. 

Sign in an old church porch to reassure any visitors:  
In this church many are cold, but few are frozen. 
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Coronavirus - Covid–19 

 

St Philip and St James Whittington is OPEN once more  

for public worship with services on Sunday at 11.00 am 

 

All the restrictions in force before the recent lockdown will remain and 

space will be limited in the church mainly because of the requirements for 

social distancing.  Arrangements for Sunday worship are set out in full on 

the next page 

 

The Worcester South East Team of clergy continue to work on 

ways of serving the needs of all our parishes.  
 

The Team Office at St Martin’s is closed to visitors but can still be 

reached by phone and email, see inside cover page. 

 

For Pastoral Support please contact Revd Andy Stand on           

01905 358150 or andy.stand@sky.com  

LIVE ON-LINE VIDEO SERVICES  
For all churches in the South East Team 

 

Although churches are open once again for public worship we are 

continuing to meet for worship during the week using the zoom app 
downloadable from the zoom.us website.  To join one of the services 

please email the host who will send you a link:  

 

 For Morning Prayer and Compline: 

Host Mike Bunclark  

email mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk  

 

SERVICES DURING THE WEEK  

Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday at 8.30am on Zoom 

Compline: Monday to Friday at 8.30pm on Zoom 

Wednesday morning services take place at St Mark’s 
 

SUNDAYS 

The morning worship on Sundays at St Martin’s is streamed on  

Facebook and at Whittington on Zoom  

For enquiries about Whittington please email andy.stand@sky.com 

mailto:mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:andy.stand@sky.com
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St Philip & St James, Whittington  

Sunday Worship Arrangements for  

December 2020 
Welcome once again to our Sunday services.  The 

following arrangements will continue for your own 

safety and that of others.  Anyone showing symptoms 

of coronavirus should not attend church, and those 

who have been shielding or are clinically vulnerable 

should take particular care to minimise contact with 

others. 
  

  When entering the church by the main (side) door please sanitise 

 your hands, and again on leaving. The West (back) door is the    

 emergency exit and disabled access. 

  Seating in alternate rows of pews or on chairs will be at a social    

 distance of two metres. Please sit where directed. 

  Children are welcome to attend, supervised by parents or guardians. 

  It is a government requirement to wear a face covering inside the 

 church building unless medically exempt. This may be removed to 

 receive communion. 

  To support the NHS Track and Trace system a record of names and 

 phone numbers of those attending will be collected on entry. This is 

 optional but providing details gives consent to sharing them with NHS 

 Track and Trace if asked. Details will be kept securely for 21 days, 

 after which they will be safely disposed of. 

  The service will include live instrumental or recorded music but no 

 singing by the congregation. 

  Communion in one kind (bread only) will be received standing from a    

 central point. Please come forward in a single line when directed and 

 keep socially distanced. Those receiving a blessing instead should   

 carry something as a sign to the vicar. Please speak to a Warden   

 before the service to request a gluten free wafer or to have        

 communion brought to your seat. 

  At the end of the service please remain in your seat until directed to 

 leave. 

  As you leave the church an offertory plate for cash or planned giving      

 envelopes will be at the back. Please gift aid any donations if possible. 

  Please take any paper orders of service away with you. 

  After the service is the opportunity to greet others in a socially    

 distanced manner outside. It is not possible to serve refreshments at 

 present. 

  The toilet will be open. Please observe careful hand washing after use 

 and dispose of the paper towels in the bin provided. 



 8 

 

What’s on at Whittington December & January 
 
Sunday 6th December  Advent 2 
                11.00am Holy Communion    CW 
 
Tuesday 8th December 
                6.30pm PCC Meeting (via Zoom) 
 
Sunday 13th December  Advent 3 
               11.00am Holy Communion    CW 
 
Sunday 20th December Advent 4 
               11.00am Holy Communion    CW 
 
Friday 25th December  Christmas Day 
               10.00am Christmas Communion   CW 
 
Sunday 27th December  Christmas 1 
              10.00am Team Service at St Martin’s on Zoom CW 
 
Sunday 3rd January  Epiphany 
              11.00am Parish Communion CW 
   
Sunday 10th January  Baptism of Christ   
              11.00am Family Service 
 
Sunday 17th January  Epiphany 2 
             11.00am Parish Communion    CW 
 
Sunday 24th January  Epiphany 3 
              11.00am Family Communion    CW 
 
Sunday 31st January  Candlemas     
              11.00am         Christingle Service  
   

NB All services will be streamed on Zoom 
for those who are unable to come to church 
and wish to take part. 
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We invite you to join us for our  

Christmas worship 
St Martin’s  •  St Mark’s  •  St Philip & St James 

London Road       in the Cherry Orchard                    Whittington 

(subject to changing Government restrictions) 
 

SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER ~ ADVENT 4 
 6.30pm Carol Service at St Martin’s  
  a sequence of readings and music, with St Martin’s Choir  
   live streamed on Facebook 

THURSDAY 24 DECEMBER ~ CHRISTMAS EVE 
 2pm & 5pm Crib Service at St Martin’s  
  two opportunities to attend this highly popular event  

 11.30pm Midnight Mass at St Martin’s  
  with St Martin’s Choir - live streamed on Facebook  

FRIDAY 25 DECEMBER ~ CHRISTMAS DAY  
 10.00am Christmas Eucharist at St Mark’s  
  with organ music 

 10.00am Christmas Eucharist at Whittington  
  with organ music 

 10.00am Christmas Eucharist at St Martin’s  
  with organ music and a Family Choir 

Strict Covid-19 precautions in place with mandatory face coverings 
and social distancing measures 

For up-to-date information please visit: 
stmartinsworcester.org.uk • facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 
stmarksworcester.wordpress.com  
whittingtonchurch.co.uk 

or contact the Team Administrator 
(see page 2) 
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Whittington Community Hall 

Replacing the old Village Hall 
 

Work began on site on Monday 23rd November as expected and 
is due for completion mid-summer next year.  The old hall has gone! 
 

Whilst the impact of the Coronavirus on all our lives has slowed the 

process down, work has continued and the end is now in sight! 
 

The ‘Whittington Project’ is regarded by 

the senior management team at 

Wychavon District Council as a 

 ‘Flagship Project’  And it is now coming to fruition! 

Whittington Village Hall Management Committee 
whittingtonvhc@gmail.com 

The Committee is responsible for the running, maintenance and  

improvement of the new Community Hall. 

Whittington Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council met on the 24th November through Zoom and 

was open to the public. 

Besides routine matters, the Council considered and approved the 

Parish annual budget for the year 2001/22.  

It was deemed that matters relating to school parking were best 

resolved through the school newsletter.  In response to reports of 

anti-social behaviour in Cooke Close, the Police are now aware.  

 

Members of the public are welcome to attend Parish Council   

meetings via Zoom. The next meeting is 7.30pm 22nd December. 

Details of how to join the meeting can be found on                  

whittingtonpc@live.co.uk or by contacting the clerk to the Parish 

Council at clerk@whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Website whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk 

Facebook.com.whittingtonpc 

mailto:whittingtonvhc@gmail.com
mailto:whittingtonpc@live.co.uk
mailto:clerk@whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk


 11 

 

Angels….? 
 

Two daughters had been given parts in 

a Christmas pageant at their Church. 

At dinner that night, they got into an         
argument as to who had the most        

important role.  
 

Finally, the 14 year-old said to her 8     

year-old younger sister, ‘Well, you just 

ask Mum. She'll tell you it's much   

harder to be a virgin than it is to be an 

angel.’ 

From the Parish Register at Whittington 

November 5th 2020 

Funeral 

Harry Allsop 

**** 

World’s oldest fake tree 
Did you know that it is a family in Wiltshire, the 

Parkers, who claim to own the world’s oldest artificial 

Christmas tree?  It was bought in 1886, and is still put 
up every year.  

The story of mince pies 
Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English    

Christmas fare since the Middle Ages, when meat was a key        

ingredient?  The  addition of spices, suet and alcohol to meat came 

about because it was an alternative to salting and smoking in order 

to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be a different shape -  

cradle-shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top. 
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Whittington CE Primary School 
 

 

 

 
I am writing this piece on Thursday 26 November and at present: we 

are three weeks from the end of the autumn term; it has just been 

announced that Worcester will move from lockdown to tier 2      

restrictions; the majority of schools have had to shut down at least 

one of their classes, sending pupils home to isolate for two weeks.  
 

Schools are very busy places under normal circumstances. However, 

the current pace of change, particularly relating to keeping children 

and staff safe, is best described as ‘frenetic’. Guidance issued to 

schools changes on a weekly basis, we submit a detailed daily form 

listing: confirmed cases; suspected cases; confirmed positive contact; 

suspected positive contact; and a range of other statistical             

information. All our meetings are virtual, even if other staff members 

are in the same school building. Parental tours are facilitated through 

Zoom, as are governor meetings. Contingencies are drawn up, flow 

diagrams mapped out and staff are updated; always planning for the 

worst case scenario. 
 

And yet, the children run into school. They work hard at their      

lessons and they enjoy spending time with their friends. The quality of 

the children’s work continues to get better and better. We have 

started to run whole school assembles (through Zoom), which the 

children get very excited about. Parents have attended virtual parents’ 

evenings and we are planning Christmas celebrations. Despite the  

restrictions necessitated by Covid we have been able to run a school 

which challenges and excites all of our pupils and we intend to      

continue doing this, however frenetic things get. 

 

 
 

 

. 
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Letters from Uganda 

published for charity 
 

Jane and I went to Uganda in 1998 to work 

with the Ministry of Health on their Continuing 

Medical Education programme. From that time 

we wrote regular letters to our friends at 

Whittington Church. When Jane died on 25th 

May this year I decided to compile these Letters 

from Uganda with added photographs. This is a 

memorial to Jane because without her we 

would not have done the things we did. 

While in Uganda, one task was to write a monthly medical journal to all 92 

hospitals. Some were in remote and difficult to access places and some were 

dangerous because of security issues. To distribute our journal we used the 

services of Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). MAF, founded 75 years ago,  

is a Christian mission organisation that flies small aircraft (eg Cessnas) to 

overcome the difficulties of access. A flight takes off every four minutes in 

many parts of the world. The pilots deliver relief workers, doctors, pastors, 

school books, food and medicines. So it seemed appropriate to donate any 

proceeds from our Letters to MAF.  

Reviews 

•  David and Jane Tibbutt’s ‘Letters from Uganda’ provide a window into the time 

when they took an unexpected path from Worcester to Africa. Having the Letters all 

gathered together with David’s own photographs is a wonderfully powerful testament 

to the difference for good they made to hundreds of lives both directly, by training 

local medics, and by distributing up to date medical advice far and wide with MAF’s 

help. Ugandans would travel unbelievable distances for medical treatment when 

word got around that the English doctor and nurse were back again, and many long 

lasting friendships were made. Above all this is a loving tribute in Jane’s memory to 

a very special lifetime’s partnership helping others.  Janet Pearson 

•  This is a fascinating read. David and Jane build a picture of a country and a 

people struggling to fight sickness against all odds. The Tibbutts’ contribution to 

medical care amongst extreme poverty is told modestly - failures as well as 

successes - mixed with humour and love. Highly recommended.  Shirley Scott 

How to buy 

Published in A4 with 38 pages and full colour photographs throughout, the 

price is £4 (plus £1.50 if posted). Rebecca in the Team Office is kindly looking 

after printing and distribution, so please contact her if you would like a copy.  

David Tibbutt 
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From the Archdeacon of Dudley 
Nikki Groarke 
 

At the end of September, I fell and badly broke my 

shoulder. A momentary lack of concentration whilst 

running massively changed many aspects of my daily life 

in a year which had already been so difficult and 

strange.  It has been challenging – though the fact that 

much of life is still virtual means that not being able to 

drive is less of a problem than it normally would be.   

 

So much I took for granted about life has changed. I have had to adapt to 

doing life one-handed, and am very reliant on the help of others for the   

simplest of tasks – my lovely mum even had to help me get dressed for the 

first week.  Change is also very much part of our shared landscape at the 

moment. Following on from our second round of open conversations, we 

have encouraged everyone across the Diocese to reflect on what needs to 

change in our churches so they can be healthier and more sustainable –  

communities where we are growing as Kingdom People. I wonder where 

you are on this change journey. 

 

I know many are beginning to engage in local discussions, thinking about 

ways to do things differently, sharing suggestions for new models of         

ministry.  Churches across Worcestershire and Dudley have already   

demonstrated remarkable adaptability and resilience this year as we have 

navigated the impact of Covid-19 restrictions on much of what we took for 

granted in church life. Holy Week and Easter services moved rapidly online 

in those early days, none of us thinking for a moment that we would still be 

having to rethink our normal patterns of worship for advent and         

Christmas.  We have been in a constant state of change and flux, and it feels 

hard to put energy into beginning to reimagine a future with yet more 

change. 
 

If there is one thing I have learned through the autumn, it’s that with a     

broken shoulder I need to swallow my pride and seek the support of others 

for the simplest of tasks. Because I can’t run I have been trying to walk with 

people each day – but everyone who comes walking with me has to first tie 

my boot laces!   

 

Change of any kind is easier when others do it with us. Across our diocese, 

our churches will need to change in the year ahead to flourish and become 

all God made them to be in these challenging times, but we are in this      

together. Please do contact us as archdeacons if we can support you in your 

thinking and planning.     Continued………. 



 26 

 

Look out for Wenceslas…...  

 

Most of us probably know that on December 26th (the Feast of Stephen) 

‘Good king Wenceslas’ looked out, writes David Winter. We probably also 

know that the snow lay round about, ‘deep and crisp and even’. Beyond 

that, he’s just someone in a carol that’s not often sung nowadays.  

 

However, Wenceslas was a real person, a duke, and effectively king of     

Bohemia in the 10th century. In modern terms, he was Czechoslovakian. He 

was known as a generous and kind monarch, deeply Christian and given to 

good works. So the story in the carol by the Victorian hymn-writer J.M. 

Neale, while possibly fictitious, is at least in line with his recognised       

character. ‘Page and monarch’ braved the ‘bitter weather’ and the ‘cruel 

wind’s wild lament’ to take food and fuel to a poor man living rough.  

 

Neale’s carol was enormously popular in the 19th century, because it      

perfectly expressed Victorian Christian ideals of benevolence and          

alms-giving.  Christian men of ‘wealth and rank’ are urged to help the poor, 

and so ‘find blessing’. Ignoring the ‘wealth and rank and men’ bit, it’s still 

good advice, at Christmas or any other time. 

If ideas are bubbling up and we are allowed to do so, I’m very happy to  

ponder them with any of you during a socially-distanced winter walk around 

Droitwich, if you do up my laces first! 

Advent is a season of new beginnings. Let’s embrace the opportunity to 

share hope that 2021 will be a year of exciting possibilities, and may we all 

know God’s comfort and joy as 2020 draws to a close. 

Qualities 

 

Endurance and perseverance are       
qualities we would all like to possess, but 
we are loath to go through the process 
that produces them. - Jerry Bridges 
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Memories of Peter Wheatley 
Many people will remember Peter Wheatley, who  was 

a Churchwarden from 1995 to 2006 and contributed 

a great deal to the life of Whittington Church.  The 

following is taken from a tribute by his daughters,  

Susan and Linda at his funeral on 5th November.   
 

Peter was born in Bristol in May 1930.  He was 

the son of Dora and Alfred and had two older  

sisters Phyllis and Joan.  He was educated and 

grew up in Bristol and made many friends there. 

Peter started work at Redcliffe Radio and developed his technology skills at 

college, making sister Joan her first radio which she loved.  He even made a 

TV in time for the Queen’s coronation and the family enthusiastically    

gathered around it in the front room.  He started to enjoy cycling          

frequently cycling from Bristol to Weston super Mare and back with his 

girlfriend Jean Smith who became his wife in 1952.  Peter then went on to 

enjoy motorcycling and he went on a trip to Spain with the bike in 1953.  

 

In 1956 Peter secured a job at Smiths Industries, Bishops Cleeve near   

Cheltenham and he and Jean took the big step of moving from Bristol. He 

enjoyed his new job immensely going on many test flights where Smiths  

aerospace instruments were trialled and he continued to develop his skills 

in technology. He continued working for Smiths until his retirement at sixty

-four, a service of thirty-nine years, ending his career in Research and     

Development. 
 

After Peter’s marriage to Jean ended he moved to Worcester.  He married 

Jannine and became step-father to Kirsty and Philip. He became Grandad 

Pete in 1990, first to Michael followed by Helen, Robert and Peter,       

Madeleine and Edward, and James. 

 

An active member of Whittington Church, Peter was a churchwarden for 

eleven years. During this time he and David (C) oversaw the major           

re-ordering of the church in 1995 including replacing the electrics and    

installing new lighting.  He kept a full photographic record of all these works 

and also produced the parish magazine.  Peter was a member of      

Worcestershire Local History and Archaeological society and with Jan    

enjoyed many meetings and trips to places of interest. He spent many hours 

filming historical and industrial locations with his camcorder and making 

some outstanding videos. He was also an active member of the Worcester 

Camcorder Club, now known as Worcester Film Makers.  He and Jan were 

National Trust members and enjoyed visiting many properties and gardens 

together.      Continued……….. 
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He was very happy in their home in  Primrose Crescent and spent twenty-

five years there.  After moving to St Martins Church from Whittington, he 

became actively involved with the sound system and sometimes was able to 

share his computer knowledge. 

 

Peter was fortunate to have led an active life until March 2020 when 

COVID restrictions affected us all.  He became busy preparing for a new life 

in Tewkesbury nearer to daughters Sue and Linda.  In May 2020 he         

celebrated his 90th birthday, a big milestone.  However in July he was     

admitted to Worcester Royal Hospital where his illness was diagnosed. 

With no visitors due to COVID restrictions, this was a very difficult time 

for him, and his family.  On leaving hospital, Peter moved straight into a 

sheltered flat he had just acquired at Marina Court Tewkesbury.  He was 

delighted with his new home, but sadly his health deteriorated and on    

September 13th, after just five weeks in Tewkesbury, he was admitted to 

Cheltenham Hospital where he passed away peacefully with his loves ones 

at his side.  May he rest in peace. 

Memories of Fred Allan of St Martins 

Many people will remember how much they enjoyed “Fred’s 

Trips” which went all over the country. 

 

Fred was born in India, in 1944 - in the city of Lahore, 

where his mother, Frances, had also been born; his father 

was a soldier in the Black Watch (also Frederick).  When 

Fred was three, Frances and the children came to England 

settling in Ealing. In 1978, following his father’s death, a new 

job, selling advertising in Birmingham, brought Fred and Frances to  

Worcester where they made St Martin’s their spiritual home.  
 

The death of his mother in 2000 was a shattering event for Fred, but led to 

his move to an almshouse in the centre of town in 2001 and the birth of 

“Fred’s Trips”, perhaps the greatest achievement of his life.  Looking back, 

not even Fred could remember how many trips he organised, but at roughly 

6 a year from 2001 to 2015, it will be about 90.  The idea crystallised slowly 

as Fred came to terms with the death of his mother and the uncertain life 

that lay ahead of him. His first trip - to the ballet at Birmingham             

Hippodrome - had a single, and most supportive, guest: Sister Joan        

Hudspeth. But over time, this one customer: Joan (who was ever after 

granted the seat of honour next to Fred), grew on occasion to three full 

coachloads (180 went to see Swan Lake at the newly refurbished and      

reopened Hippodrome). For word spread - well beyond St Martin’s - that 

‘Fred’s Trips’ were the most wonderfully enjoyable and stress-free way to 

experience ‘culture’.    Continued…..  
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From the Dean of Worcester 
Peter Atkinson 
 

Take the new year as it comes 
 

Writing an article on the last day of November for    

inclusion in the January issue of a parish magazine needs 

the wisdom of the prophet Daniel, who could unravel 

mysteries and foretell the future. Sadly, the Diocesan 

Director of Communications has asked me instead! 

 

What will be happening about the Covid restrictions and the progress of 

the vaccine? What trading arrangements will there be with the European 

Union as the transition period comes to an end? Will there be an orderly 

transition of power in the United States? I don’t know the answers to any of 

these questions, but the enthusiasm or otherwise with which we wish each 

other a ‘happy New Year’ will depend in large measure on the answers to 

those questions. Our lives and our livelihoods, the health of ourselves and 

our loved ones and the earth itself are all bound up in the answers to those 

questions. 

 

There is a rich seam of Christian spirituality to help us reflect on the fact 

that we cannot foretell the future. Jesus said, ‘Do not be anxious about   

tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day’s own    

trouble be sufficient for the day’. The eighteenth-century spiritual writer 

Jean-Pierre de Caussade wrote of ‘the sacrament of the present moment’. 

And the English poet and theologian, St John Henry Newman, included 

these lines in one of his hymns: ‘I do not ask to see the distant scene; one 

step enough for me’. He addressed that hymn to the ‘Kindly Light’ whom he 

believed had guided his life, even when he wasn’t aware of it. 

 

We cannot know the future; we cannot even be certain of tomorrow. But 

we can put our hope in the Kindly Light of Christ, and take the New Year as 

it comes, step by step 

Fred took us from the Lowry Gallery in the north, to St Alban's Church in 

Bournemouth (the mirror image of St Martin's); from Cardiff in the west to 

see the Kirov Ballet perform Don Quixote, to the Millennium Dome for the 

treasures of Tutankhamun; and everywhere in-between.  In breadth of    

experience and distance travelled Fred showed us the world: more than 

9400 miles is reckoned, there and back; as far, indeed, as from England to 

Australia. Culture and camaraderie, and at the most affordable price he 

could negotiate - this is what he gave us; and it was appreciated, particularly 

by those, like Fred, who were travelling through life alone and would not 

otherwise have dreamed of these things.  A great contribution. 
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St Mark in the Cherry Orchard 

Diocese of Worcester 
 

News & Views from St Mark in the Cherry Orchard 

 
St Mark in the Cherry Orchard Church  After the latest month long          
lockdown, the church is once more open for services on a Sunday (9.30am) 
and Wednesday (10am) and abiding by rules laid down by the diocesan that 
are in line with directives from the government to keep the congregation 
safe.  If you are uncertain whether to visit the church and/or have any  
questions, the contact number for the vicar who generally takes the         
services, Revd Andy Stand, is 01905 358150. 
 
APCM  The annual meeting should have taken place after the morning     
service on Sunday, 22 November, but it had to be postponed again  The 
meeting will take place after St Mark's morning service on Sunday, 20   
December. 
The church web site will be updated when the date of the meeting has been 
decided.   www.stmarksworcester.wordpress.com  
 
St Marks has secured a free cycle stand from ‘Park That Bike’, an               
organisation that is funded by the local authority.  It offers cycle racks of 
various designs to employers both large and small and in the private and 
public sector such as voluntary sector groups, businesses, shops, offices, 
cafes, pubs, churches, dental practices, etc.  One simply identifies where the 
rack can be fitted, takes a photograph, uploads the simple application form, 
chooses the appropriate stand from the many on offer and submits the   
request.  St Marks is having a ‘toast rack’ stand with three hoops that can be 
bolted down once the relevant permission has been granted.  It is hoped to 
fix it onto the lower slabs outside church thus enabling cyclists to secure 
their bikes properly instead of locking them to unsuitable places such as the 
railings that border the ramp or car park.  St Marks has visiting clergy and 
members of the congregation that cycle to church and the hall so it will be a 
welcome addition to the property.  If you know someone who could make 
use of a free cycle stand, please see www.parkthatbike.com for further   
information.   
 
**********************************************   

http://www.stmarksworcester.wordpress.com
http://www.parkthatbike.com
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Church Hall News 
 

Good news for once ...... St Marks is celebrating because the PCC has been 
fortunate to receive grant funding from two sources.  Firstly, in the wake of 
the uncertainty and concerns relating to the COVID-19 virus and the impact 
that the restrictions were having on community groups and charities, Mid 
Counties Co-op invited all of their existing community partners to apply to 
their Restart Fund, with the aim of providing funding to help maintain the 
services and facilities they provided.  
  
New church hall chairs had been on the wish list for a long time and since St 
Marks is a Mid Counties Co-op Community Partner, it enabled the PCC to 
apply for a grant.  The application cited that the old chairs scratched the hall 
floor and were uncomfortable for all the groups that use the hall.  In June 
the PCC was delighted to hear that St Marks had been awarded £1000 and 
were ecstatic to be notified in September that a further £1000 had been 
granted.  The news enabled the PCC to take delivery in October of 72 new 
chairs and 3 dollys on which to store them at a cost of £3400.   
Community Administration Manager, Deby Cullum, said that they had a  
fantastic response from their partners, who submitted applications to the 
fund and were able to utilise the awards given to adapt their services and 
continue with their work in the community.  They are aware that one of the 
many challenges faced this year was that the ability to fundraise was most 
likely reduced to zero, and where normally as part of their partnership they 
would have undertaken events to support fundraising – this too has had to 
be put on hold.  St Marks is admirably supported by manager, Emma Baker, 
and her helpful staff in the Bath Road Co-op.  If you would like to know 
more, the Midcounties Coop website is www.midcounties.coop   
 

More recently, local Councillor Steve Mackay provided a great boost to   
morale by offering the PCC just over £500 from his share of the          
Worcestershire County Councillors’ Fund.  This was created to enable   
councillors to access money to help local initiatives which play an important 
role in supporting the well-being of their communities such as the free Chat 
& Cuppa Club, a community group that meets in St Marks Church Hall and 
attracts people from Bath Road, St Peters and Battenhall areas.  Whilst the 
club usually meets on the first Tuesday of each month, it is currently closed 
because of the restrictions but intends to meet again at 2pm in the church 
hall on 2 February 2021; all welcome to drop in to meet friends and/or 
make new ones. 

http://www.midcounties.coop
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Finally, having been advertised on Freecycle, all the old chairs were taken 
away by the same person and are now enjoying an extended useful life  
elsewhere.   
 

The PCC would like to remind everyone that to facilitate the essential damp 
prevention work in the hall, and Covid allowing, hirers will not be able to 
return until week beginning 11 January.  The old coat hooks currently at the 
back of the hall will have been moved to a batten secured to the wall just 
inside the entrance door to the main hall.   
 

If the Covid restrictions are lifted, it is hoped that new groups will start up in 
the church hall and the regular hirers will return in January.  Please see the 
web site www.stmarksworcester.wordpress.com for up to date details.  This 
is also where you will find details of the annual Christingle service if it goes 
ahead on 24 or 31 January.   
 

Meet friends or make new ones 
 

The Pow Wow Chat & Cuppa Club will open again in St Marks Church Hall 
from 2pm until 3pm on the 1 February 2021 and thereafter the first     
Tuesday of each month.  There is no charge for entry and the club is for 
anyone who would like a free cuppa and a chat.     
 

Social distancing is observed at events and attendees can bring their own 
cups/mugs if they would prefer to; hot drinks and wrapped biscuits will be 
provided.   
 

Cherry Orchard Ladies Club begins again with their annual Fish & Chip   
Supper and quiz and/or games on Wednesday, 2 February 2021 when it is 
to be hoped that things might have returned to normal after what will have 
been nearly 12 months of Covid.   
 

Jan    janvale810@gmail.com  01905 351392
  

Not comfortable? 
 

The vicar was praying for the sick and 

said: “We must remember Mrs Goodwin 

in our prayers. She recently had all her 

teeth taken out and a new gas stove put 

in.” 

http://www.stmarksworcester.wordpress.com
mailto:janvale810@gmail.com
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St Angela Merici, helping children in need 
 

With international concern about the welfare of children, Angela is a good 

saint to remember. Not only did she herself survive a harsh childhood, but 

she went on to dedicate her own life to helping children in need - still very 

much needed these days! 
 

Angela was born near Lake Garda, in Desenzano, where she was orphaned 

as a young child. The 1480s were hardly an easy time for orphaned girls, but 

somehow Angela survived to grow into her teens, when she became a  

Franciscan tertiary. However miserable her own childhood, Angela chose to 

let it work for good in her life: she decided to devote her own life to the 

education of poor girls. Girls!  This was a time when most of the men were 

illiterate!   
 

But Angela was an audacious woman, and she had only just begun. She and 

some close companions set to work in the name of Christ, seeking out the 

poor families in their community. Angela taught the young girls all that she 

could, and prayed with them, assuring them that even they were precious in 

the eyes of their Creator. 
 

All of which left the Roman Catholic Church badly baffled. What should 

they do with religious sisters who had taken no vows, still wore their lay 

clothes, and who, instead of walling themselves up in some nunnery to lead 

an enclosed life, spent their days in a decidedly mobile, highly visible fashion 

– out and about in community support? 
 

It wasn’t until 1565, some 25 years AFTER Angela’s death, that the Church 

decided it approved of such work. By then the Ursuline nuns, as they were 

by then called, were going from strength to strength. They still flourish   

today, with some 2400 Ursuline Sisters in 27 provinces on six continents. 

They have been well described as ‘the oldest and most considerable    

teaching order of women in the RC Church.’   
 

It took nearly 300 years, but in 1807 the Roman Catholic Church decided 

that Angela, unveiled, unenclosed and unsupervised as she had been, had 

been a saint after all – and ‘made’ her one. 

Order…….? 
 

Happy to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found 

himself near two nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in 

Tier 3, he ventured: “What is your order?”  

The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips.”  
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The first man to get stopped for speeding…! 
 

It was 125 years ago, on 28th January 1896, that Walter Arnold of Kent   

became the first person in the world to be convicted of speeding. The 

speed limit was 2mph at the time, and a man carrying a red flag had to walk 

in front of the vehicle. But one day Mr Arnold took off at 8mph, without a 

flag bearer. He was chased by a policeman on a bicycle for five miles,     

arrested, and fined one shilling. 
 

Mr Arnold was four times over the rather modest 2mph limit in the streets 

of Paddock Wood, near Tunbridge Wells in Kent. To achieve this feat    

today, a driver in most towns or cities would have to be travelling at over 

100mph, which is probably a bit excessive. 
 

The speed limit was changed later that same year to 14mph, but there is no 

record of Mr Arnold getting his money back. Nor is there any evidence that 

he was endangering life and limb, which used to be the criterion: the 1832 

Stage Carriage Act introduced the offence of endangering someone’s safety 

by "furious driving”. 
 

Just over 100 years later, the road safety charity Brake reports that male 

motorists are more than three times as likely as women to having driven at 

more than 100mph, because ‘boy racers’ believe they have more talent than 

the average driver. Police have caught one driver doing 120mph in a 20mph 

zone, another doing 152mph in a 30mph zone, and one doing an astonishing 

180mph on a motorway. As Edmund King, AA president, points out: 

“Generally men have riskier attitudes towards driving than their female 

counterparts.”   

St Agnes, Child martyr of Rome 
 

Agnes should be the patron saint of all the young Christian girls alive today 

who live in areas of the world where they face kidnap, rape, forced       

marriage, persecution and even death – simply because they are Christian.     
 

Agnes, born c 291, probably came from a noble Roman family. She          

converted to Christianity at the age of 10, and took a vow of chastity. 

When she was only 13, the son of a high-ranking Roman official wanted to 

marry her. But Agnes refused, declaring herself given totally to Christ.   
 

This was not a safe thing to say in 304. It was a time of great violence 

against Christians, the so-called Persecution of Diocletian. So Agnes was 

condemned to death.  Agnes became a virgin-martyr, and thus became   

patron saint of chastity, girls, virgins, engaged couples and rape survivors. In 

the decades after her death her tomb became a place of pilgrimage, as other 

Christians sought courage for themselves by remembering her fearless   

witness.   
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FUN QUIZ :  WHO SAID IT?   ANSWERS   
 

Here are the answers to last month’s quotation quiz.   

How many did you get right??! 
 

1.  Every child is an artist.  The problem is how to remain an artist once we 

grow up.  Pablo Picasso 

2.  There is no such thing as society.  There are individual men and women 

and there are families.  Margaret Thatcher 

3.  I have not failed.  I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.    

Thomas Edison 

4.  You must be the change you want to see in the world.  Mahatma  

Gandhi 

5.  The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every 

time we fall.  Nelson Mandela 

6.  Life is what happens when you’re busy making other plans.      

John Lennon 

7.  Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much.   

Oscar Wilde 

8.  When they go low, we go high.  Michelle Obama 

9.If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen.   

Harry S Truman 

10. If you tell the truth you don’t have to remember anything.   

Mark Twain 

11. Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. 

Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.   

Martin Luther King Jnr 

12.  Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.  Dr Seuss 

13.  Simplicity is the key to brilliance.  Bruce Lee 

14.  Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I’m not 

sure about the universe.  Albert Einstein 

15.  It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.  

Confucius 

16.  A desperate disease requires a dangerous remedy.  Guy Fawkes 

17.  All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them.  

Walt Disney 

18.  My favourite things in life don’t cost any money.  It’s really clear that 

the most precious resource we all have is time.  Steve Jobs 

19.  Impossible is a word to be found only in the dictionary of fools.       

Napoleon Bonaparte 

20.  Whoever is happy will make others happy too.  Anne Frank 
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