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So here we are again, back in lockdown with all 

its restrictions.  Consequently our churches are 

closed and this magazine will once again be   

going out online.  However with vaccines now 

being given extensively there is hope of return 

to more normal conditions before too long. 

 

Picture opposite of David Hallmark and his son Rob  

at Runnymede planting a sapling from the 400 year 

old Whittington Oak - more inside page 8. 
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Letter from the Vicarage 
February 2021 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

How are we all? I hope and pray that you are 

keeping fit and well and staying safe. I hope and 

pray too, that you managed to have a good 

Christmas, and are having a reasonable New Year, despite the on  

going restrictions. Did you manage to see family and friends over the 

Christmas period, or did you feel that discretion was the better part 

of valour, and that it would be safer to remain with your support 

bubbles at home? 
 

It was, as I’m sure you can imagine a very different Christmas this 

year at the vicarage. 

 

Talking of discretion being the better part of valour, that is very much 

the case at the moment, with our decisions to close each of the    

various church buildings within the team for public worship, and     

resume our Team services on Zoom. With the infection rates going 

up, and those willing to attend services in person falling, we had very 

little choice but to abandon our buildings for the moment. 

 

In the meantime though, you all remain very much in my thoughts and 

prayers, particularly those of you who aren’t able to engage with the 

technology that allows us to meet together on line. Indeed, one of 
the things I have managed to do during the current lockdown, has 

been to develop my own prayer diary database which allows me to 

systematically pray for you all on a regular basis. 

 

I’ve probably ask this question before, but what is your image of God, 

I wonder. 

 

This evening, I have been listening to a particular meditation using 

one of the apps on my iPad, reflecting on a verse from St. John’s  

Gospel, chapter 15 and verse 16: “You did not choose me, but I 

chose you”. 

       Continued…. 
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The meditation on the app chose to return to the school days       

experience of being picked (or not) for a sports team, which left me 

reflecting and pondering upon God being the coach of the team,  

making the team selection. 

 

I am aware that with the Six Nation’s Rugby Tournament starting, at 

about the same time as this magazine will be published, some of us 

will be pondering the merits or otherwise of the team selections for 

that tournament. Eddie Jones the England head coach, frequently 

(though I expect not this year - because of Covid) picks one or two 

quite inexperienced players to be part of the full squad, such that they 

can learn and gain experience of being in that intense environment of 

competition for places in the match day squad. Eddie wants to allow 

these players to be brought on and encouraged so they can meet 

their full potential, and I assume advises them of areas of their games 

that they should work on in order to make progress. 

 

This month we begin the season of Lent, the season of                   

self-examination in the run up to Easter. With God as our coach, 

what areas do you think He would ask you to work upon in your 

spiritual life? What areas, I wonder, would He ask you to focus on for 

you to improve your relationship with Him? 

 

As you think on that, remember that verse from John’s Gospel, “You 

did not choose me, but I chose you”, and remember that you have 

been already been picked as part of His team; you won’t be the last 

one remaining, the one that nobody particularly wants in their team, 

because everyone else has been picked ahead of you.  

 

How will you use this season of Lent to develop your game? 

 

Stay safe everyone.  

Every blessing, 

Andy 

Your worst days are never so bad that you are  

beyond the reach of God's grace. And your 

best days are never so good that you are     

beyond the need of God's grace. – Jerry Bridges 
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Coronavirus - Covid–19 

  

St Philip and St James Whittington is CLOSED for public 

worship until further notice. 
  

The Worcester South East Team of clergy continue to work on 

ways of serving the needs of all our parishes.  
  

All services are being conducted on-line by the Team (see below) 
 

The Team Office at St Martin’s is closed to visitors but can still be 

reached by phone and email, see inside cover page. 

  

For Pastoral Support please contact Revd Andy Stand on           

01905 358150 or andy.stand@sky.com  

LIVE ON-LINE VIDEO SERVICES  
For all churches in the South East Team 

  

All churches in the Team once again are closed for public worship but 

we are continuing to meet for worship during the week using the 

zoom app downloadable from the zoom.us website.  To join one of 

the services please email the host who will send you a link:  

  

Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday at 8.30 a.m. hosted by Mike    

Bunclark (mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk)  

Compline: Monday to Friday at 8.30 p.m. hosted by Mike Bunclark 

Monday Prayer Meeting: 4.00 p.m. hosted by Joan Hazzard 

(joanhazz@gmail.com)  

Tuesday Bible Study Group: 7.30 p.m. Led by Peter Hart, the studies will 

focus on the lectionary gospel reading for the following Sunday.    

Hosted by Joan Hazzard.  

Thursday 9.30 a.m. - CW Communion hosted by Andy Stand 

(andy.stand@sky.com)  

Virtual ‘Yew Brew’ Coffee Morning: Saturday at 11.00 a.m. hosted by 

Andy Stand  

Prayers for Peace and Justice: Saturday at 12 noon hosted by Joan 

Hazzard   

For enquiries about Whittington please email 

andy.stand@sky.com 

mailto:andy.stand@sky.com
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Live online Video services each Sunday 
Every Sunday a Team Service will be held on Zoom  

at 11.00 am 

Also on Ash Wednesday 17th February at 7.30 pm 
For further information please contact the Vicar,  

Andy Stand at andy.stand@sky.com 

Celebrating 75 years of the RSV Version  
 

The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament was published 

75 years ago, on 11th February 1946. It was the first major English  

language update of the Bible since the King James version published in 

1611.  The RSV Old Testament followed in 1952 and the Apocrypha 

in 1957. The translation was a revision of the American Standard  

Version of 1901 and was intended to be a readable and accurate 

modern English translation.  A ceremony to commemorate the      

publication of the New Testament was held in Columbus, Ohio, with 

the translation team saying they wanted it to supplement the ASV and 

not supplant it. 
 

The RSV New Testament was mostly well received, but the Old   

Testament, which made use of Dead Sea Scrolls material, less so. One 

objection centred on the translation of a Hebrew word in Isaiah as 

‘young woman’ instead of ‘virgin’, which was said to distort a basic 

Christian truth and encouraged many to go back to the King James 

Bible. 
 

Some opponents went further, calling it a “master stroke of Satan”. 

One Southern pastor burned a copy with a blowtorch in his pulpit. 

The controversy may have paved the way for the now widely used 

and virginal New International Version, introduced in 1978. 

FEBRUARY An Evening Walk by William Wordsworth 

‘Sweet are the sounds that mingle from afar, 

Heard by calm lakes as peeps the folding star, 

Where the duck dabbles ‘mid the rustling sedge, 

And feeding pike starts from the water’s edge… 

And heron, as resounds the trodden shore, 

Shoots upward, darting his long neck before.’ 

mailto:andy.stand@sky.com
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The Whittington Oak and  

Magna Carta Meadows;  

8th December 2020  
By David Hallmark 

 

To villagers David Hallmark who arrived in 

1975 and his son born here in 1981 this date 

will be remembered for their drive from 

Whittington to Runnymede, place of the 

Magna Carta Meadows, with a sapling grown 

from an acorn harvested from the ancient 

Oak in their small woodland and nurtured for three years by Wade 

Muggleton countryside officer of the County and a tree grower. 

 

On arrival they were taken to the prepared spot for planting the 

sapling on the hillside overlooking the Thames and near the JFK   

Memorial in a plot on the parcel of land gifted to the people of 

America and maintained by the Rangers at Runnymede. 

 

The background to this event is the connection between the      

benefactor Urban Hanlon Broughton who was born in Lowesmoor 

Worcester in 1857 and who with his American wife gifted the 

Meadows which he had bought from the Government after World 

War 1 when it was being sold to settle War Loans. If not for UBH 

the site as approved for new housing and car parks would have been 

lost as an historic open space where Magna Carta 1215 had been 

completed by King John later in 1216 buried in Worcester          

Cathedral. 

 

Worcester has special links with USA in many spheres and through 

many personalities. Winslow of Droitwich was on the Mayflower in 

1620. John Somers of Worcester born 1651 drafted the Bill of 

Rights 1689 which the newly independent America adopted within 

its constitution. Future Presidents John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 

came to Worcester in 1786 to reflect on the Battle of Worcester 

1651. But more so many Worcester citizens have headed west to 
America and many Americans have settled in Worcester. 

Now there is this new link with a sapling from the ancient Oak itself 

some 400 years old and the question of where to plant the twin ? 
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Whittington World Wide Web – Part One 
The first of four articles by David Hallmark on  

“Whittingtons around the world”  
 

After over 40 years living in Whittington I have often pondered on 

the merit of forging links with other villages of the same name.  Now 

with the facilities provided by the internet I can get started.  To my 

pleasure and surprise there are seven Whittington names identified in 

the counties of Gloucestershire, Lancashire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 

Norfolk, Warwickshire and our own in Worcestershire. 

 

Our fellow villager Archdeacon Robert Jones has 

offered to lend me his Anglican Church Directory 

known as Crockfords and in later parts of this short 

series the entries will be revealed. 

 

The name has also gone world wide.  For there is 

Whittington in Australia in the suburbs of Geelong, Victoria and with 

a population of 3879 located near to Geelong Race Course.  There is 

Whittington Commons in Bloomington in the state of Indiana and 

what seems an expensive conurbation.  

 

But the Whittington of Ontario, Canada is the mystery village for it 

has become a ghost town with “all that remains is the schoolhouse 

now used as a private home and a sad cairn on the site where the 

church once stood. All around is primarily farming”.  

 

In London there is Whittington Hospital, and in Cartgosh in Glasgow 

there is Whittington Place. In Oswestry there is Whittington Castle 

built from 1221 just after the Treaty of Worcester of 1218 was     

intended to settle the Anglo Welsh disputes for ever.  More news 

anon.  Suggestions and stories and more places welcomed. 

David Hallmark   

The magnificent church in this picture is not to be found 

in any of the Whittingtons around the world but where 

is it…….? 

Answer next month 
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Whittington Parish Council 
Whittington Parish Council met through Zoom, on the 26th       

January. Mr Jason Whittle did a presentation to the Council and 

members of the public present on proposals for a 'Country Park' 

and construction of approximately 500 houses on land between 

Whittington Hall, Crookbarrow Way and St Peters - land         

commonly known as Middle Battenhall Farm. The presentation   

covered public access, routes, facilities and, significantly, the    

preservation of the views of the Malvern Hills and Crookbarrow 

Tump. 

The proposals were at a very early stage and much more work,    

research and consultation was yet to be done. 
 

Councillor Rob Adams, on behalf of the Leader of Wychavon  

Council, urged parishioners to take advantage of the offer to be  

vaccinated against Covid. 
 

An incident of vandalism on the allotments had been reported to 

the police.  The Parish Council resolved not to increase the rent for 

allotments in 2021.  Traffic concerns in Church Lane, particularly in 

the area of Church Terrace, were raised and discussed. Highways 

have indicated that they will implement measures to safeguard  

buildings by preventing vehicles from mounting the kerbside and 

grass verge. Highways have also said that there is no intention to 

introduce parking restrictions in this area, implying that resident 
parking has a 'traffic calming' effect. 
 

The problem of flooding in Church Lane, close to the Severn Trent 

pumping station, continues to attract contention. It is hoped, with 

the advice and expertise of the contractors building the village hall, 

working with Severn Trent, that a solution may be found. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Zoom at 7.30pm, on 

Tuesday 23rd February. Members of the public are invited to attend 

and will be given the opportunity to raise any matters. Details of 

how to join the meeting can be obtained from the Parish Council 

Clerk.  

Elections? A local council official said that he ran for office again      

because he thought his possible opponent, if successful, might be even 

more ineffective than he was…... 
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Whittington Community Hall 

Replacing the old Village Hall 
 

Work began on site on Monday 23rd November by 
the main Contractor Interclass plc; it is up to programme and is   

proceeding well and due for completion mid-summer this year.  The 

old hall has long gone!  Whilst the impact of the Coronavirus on all 

our lives has slowed the process down, work has continued and the 

end is now in sight! 
 

The ‘Whittington Project’ is regarded by the senior management 

team at Wychavon District Council as 

a ‘Flagship Project’  And it is now 

coming to fruition! 

Whittington Village Hall Management Committee 
whittingtonvhc@gmail.com 

 The Committee is responsible for the running, maintenance and  

improvement of the new Community Hall. 

From the Parish Register at Whittington 

**** 

Funeral and Burial 

30th December 2020 

Hugh Lawrence Christopher Hart 

*** 

Interment of Ashes 

18th January 2021 

Harry Edward Dagley 

Margaret Prickett celebrates 

one of those “0’s” at Whittington 

mailto:whittingtonvhc@gmail.com
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Whittington CE Primary School 

 

From the Head Teacher, Gary Richards 
 

What a start to the spring term!  As I write, the term is just over two 

weeks old and the pace of change makes it feel much longer.      

Whittington Church of England Primary School was fortunate,       

because we had a ‘teacher education day’ (TED) on the first Monday. 

This meant that children did not come into school.  By Tuesday we 

were in our third lockdown, with schools again only open to         

vulnerable pupils and children of key workers.  
 

This meant that, on Monday we were planning activities for full      

reopening and by Tuesday we were setting up our ‘virtual teaching’ 

offer.  Increased numbers of pupils are attending schools across the 

country with some schools catering for more than half of their pupils. 

Our numbers are higher than in the first lockdown, but not that high. 

Add to that, the introduction of Covid testing for staff in primary 

schools, starting from 25 January, and you get a very busy start to the 

New Year. 
 

It feels like this lockdown is tougher for our school community.  The 

first lockdown had a sense of ‘Dunkirk spirit’.  This time round there 

is a real feeling of ‘here we go again’.  But there is hope. Lots of    

people are getting vaccinated and spring will come.  Things will       

improve and infection rates in Worcester appear to be falling, so 

there is light at the end of the tunnel.  We might just need to put our 

glasses on at the moment in order to see it. 
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WHITTINGTON PCC MEETING IN JANUARY 
 

The PCC met online as is now usual, due to the present Covid      

Restrictions.  It was reported that very little in the way of            

constructive work was able to take place in and around the church 

during 2020 and 2021 has started with another lockdown which will 

probably last until the spring.  Consequently there was reduced     

expenditure during 2020 as the work required to keep the church 

building in good order could not take place and the church could not 

be used for much of the time.  This will mean that in 2021 our       

expenses will be higher as we try to catch up with this work. 

 

The Annual Accounts for 2020 were well under way in readiness for 

the Annual Parochial Church Meetings in March, a tight timescale but 

one that should be achieved.    

 

In other ways, preparation has been continuing particularly in our  

endeavours to replace the present Portacabin with a permanent 

building, which has made significant progress.   

 

The PCC received the very welcome and positive news that we had 

now received the necessary planning permission from Wychavon 

Council and a Faculty from the Diocese, all achieved within the year, 

which meant that we could finally      

prepare for the building to commence.  

It was noted that preparation to replace 

the portacabin began in 2011 and has 

taken until now to be achieved,   

 

Work is now in full flow to apply for  

various grants to fill the shortfall in our 

funding.  Results have been most        

encouraging so far and we have  already received two grants, one for 

£5,000 from the Worcester charity, Lasletts and one for £10,000 

from the National Lottery “Awards for All” fund, for which we are 

duly    grateful.  Several other applications are in the pipeline.  The   

Appeal originally set up in 2015 has been relaunched and will be made 

known to all.  An archaeological survey is being arranged as a part of 
the planning conditions, to discover what lies underneath the       

footprint for the new building.  Regular updates on progress will be 

given. 

 

 



 14 

 

Welcome to a new year of adverts 

Please have a good look through these pages. We have a few new  

advertisers and several of our regulars have changed some of their details.  

If you contact any of these businesses, please tell them you found their  

advert in this magazine. Inclusion of any advert cannot be taken as a  

recommendation, but many readers have been very happy with the  

services advertised here. Please do pass on any feedback you may have. 
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An article on Lent from Bishop John: 
 
It might feel as 
though we have 
been in the season 
of Lent for a very 
long time.  
 

Because of the 
pandemic we 
weren’t able to 
celebrate Easter  properly last year and the remainder of the year had 
a distinctly penitential feel to it, as has the first part of 2021. 

 

There has been so much sadness, grief and loss during these past few 
months and we shall be living with the consequences of COVID-19 for 
years to come.  My hope and my prayer, though, is that not all of 
those consequences will be bad.  

 

Lent is the time for us to turn our faces towards Jerusalem and       
prepare to follow our Lord on the way of the cross.  We do that   
knowing that out of crucifixion, God brought resurrection.  That is the 
Christian pattern of things – God’s redemption involves bringing good 
out of bad, joy out of pain, new life out of death. 

 

After the resurrection Peter wanted to go back to fishing.  It was what 
was familiar to him and he felt he could find comfort in that.  But God 
was calling him to something much more exciting. 

 

It would be a sadness for us to try to go back to the way things were 
before the pandemic, just as it would have been for Peter simply to 
resume his life as a fisherman.  Like Peter, I believe God is calling us to 
something much more exciting.  This year, at the end of what feels 
like a very long Lent, it would be good for us to reflect upon and pray 
about what the ‘new normal’ might look like. I hope it will involve 
more care, more community, more goodness and more Godliness – 
but God will work things out much more wonderfully than I could   
ever plan. 
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The latest in the Called to Action    
series from the Diocesan                 

Environmental group looks at the 
website Creation Care, which helps 

households monitor how they care for 
God's world.  

This new scheme for households, has survey 
questions and a structure similar to Eco 
Church. 
 Easy to access and fill in 

 Seven sections relevant to households 

 Identifies areas to discuss and work on 

 Provides ideas and resources Inspires others to take action too 
 

Actions: 
Check out the Creation Care website. Click on the  ‘Household’  tab to 
create an account. View the survey questions by clicking on ‘Update 
Answers’.   
 Encourage others to try Creation Care. Share this Called to Action 
sheet in your church communications. 
 Register your church. This can help members encourage each   
other, share ideas and resources, and celebrate achievements during 
services. 
Give feedback to Creation Care about this new scheme, and share 
your good ideas. 
The Creation Care scheme helps in responding to these Eco Church 
questions: 
 Eco Church ref: Community and Global Engagement: 7 

Eco Church ref: Lifestyle: 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 15 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/ 
Download this Called to Action advice as a pdf to share with others 

https://creationcare.org.uk/%C2%A0%C2%A0
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/content/pages/documents/1609927898.pdf
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How Maggs helped Max 

 

This is a true case study showing how Maggs Day   

Centre has helped one rough sleeper to a better life. 

This story is typical of the work that Maggs does to 

help rough sleepers. 

 

Max’s story 
Max had been rough sleeping under the railway arches 

in Worcester for over five years. He was classed as an entrenched 

rough sleeper. Due to the new development in this area, two weeks 

ago he was asked to leave the site owners. He moved to a tent as he 

had nowhere else to go. 

 

Max’s engagement with statutory services, charities and others, up 

until recently had been minimal. Though many rough sleepers were 
housed by the Government during lockdown, he remained on the 

streets. 

 

Maggs looked after Max. Initially Max was not keen on daily visits and 

would ignore the food drop offs and feign sleep when our staff came 

to check on him. But over the months Max began to warm to us and 

share his experiences and we learned of how he ended up there and 

his reasons for not wanting to engage with us. 

 

Like many rough sleepers, Max was a victim of substance misuse. 

Now he decided to detox and went through heroin withdrawal     
independently without any assistance or medication. He made a     

decision that he did not want to live or associate with any area or 

person who could possibly tempt him back into that lifestyle.  

 

When Maggs started our new accommodation project, we thought of 

Max for one of our new flats and he expressed an interest. A viewing 

was arranged. He viewed the property and immediately wanted it. He 

became very emotional and could not believe that the property could 

be his after so long on the streets. He has now settled into his new 

home, but only had the confidence to do so because he had a support 

worker from Maggs to help him. Without Maggs, Max would still be 

living on the streets today. 

     

 Continued……….. 
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You can donate on line at our website where you can read more 

about our work - www.maggsdaycentre.co.uk/ or via cheque (payable 

to Maggs Day Centre) C/o Mel Kirk, Maggs Annexe, 59-60 The     

Tything, Worcester, WR1 1JT. 

 

Our clothing project is not receiving donations at the moment due to 

essential building work but should be receiving donations again in 

March. 

 

We are always looking for more volunteers. If you could spare a few 

hours a week to help the homeless, call us on 01905-25027, or email 

vturner@maggsdaycentre.co.uk 

Shrove Tuesday: Who’s for pancakes?      
 by David Winter 

Why do we have pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, as we call 

it today? And what is Shrove Tuesday? And why do thousands of people 

feel it rewarding to race along a street somewhere tossing pancakes from 

their frying pans as they go?  

 

Well, the answer to the first question is that it is the day before Lent     

begins and for well over a thousand years that has meant it was the last 

chance to enjoy meat, fat and other tasty dishes until Easter Day. The ‘Lent 

Fast’ was widely and strictly observed. The food in the larder wouldn’t 

keep for six weeks so it had to be eaten. With all these rich foods no  

wonder the French call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras. 

 

So, what have pancake races got to do with all this solemnity? ‘Shrove’ is an 

old word for ‘forgiven’ and in those days to prepare for the rigours of Lent 

people would want to confess and seek forgiveness – not quite what you 

want at a party. The answer is quite simply enjoying yourself while you can! 

So, on Shrove Tuesday this year let’s have some fun and make it last as long 

as possible.  

 

The most convincing (and amusing) of the explanations of pancake races is 

of outwitting the Sexton who rang the curfew bell that marked the start of 

Lent. He was reluctant to do it while the race was unfinished. So, the       

revelry caused by dropped pancakes, postponed the inevitable.  

 

Since the Reformation it has not been so rigorously observed in Britain, but 

still people will resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’. Six weeks is about 

right as a duration and Sunday has always been exempt but make the most 

of those pancakes. They may well not reappear until April 12th! 

http://www.maggsdaycentre.co.uk/#_blank
mailto:vturner@maggsdaycentre.co.uk
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Ash Wednesday:  

Mourning our sins 
 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. But why 'Ash' 

Wednesday?  The reason has to do with getting 

things right between you and God, and the tradition 

goes right back to the Old Testament. 
 

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned. When they finally came to 

their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they could do   

nothing but repent in sorrow. They mourned for the damage and evil they 

had done. As part of this repentance, they covered their heads with ashes. 

For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and even rending your 

clothes, was an outward sign of their heart-felt repentance and       

acknowledgement of sin. (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; 

Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6) 
 

 In the very early Christian Church, the yearly 'class' of penitents had ashes 

sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were turning to God for 

the first time, and mourning their sins. But soon many other Christians 

wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very start of 

Lent. They heeded Joel's call to 'rend your hearts and not your              

garments' (Joel 2:12-19). Ash Wednesday became known as either the 

'beginning of the fast' or ‘the day of the ashes’. 
 

The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and it stresses the  

penitential character of the day. It encourages us with the reminder of the 

readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us.   
 

The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12–18, Matthew 6: 1-6,16 

– 21 and Paul’s moving catalogue of suffering, "as having nothing and yet 

possessing everything." (2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10) 
 

The actual custom of 'ashing' was abolished at the Reformation, though the 

old name for the day remained. Today, throughout the Church of England, 

receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is optional. Certainly, the 

mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people of their mortality: 

"Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return..."  (Genesis 3:19) 
 

The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm Sunday in 

the previous year in order to create the ashes for today.   
 

The Collect for Ash Wednesday is: Almighty and everlasting God, you hate 

nothing that you have made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 

Create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our 

sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all 

mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
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St Mark in the Cherry Orchard 

Diocese of Worcester 
 

News & Views from St Mark in the Cherry Orchard 

 
St Mark in the Cherry Orchard Church  The church is once again 

closed for Wednesday and Sunday services.   However, you can take part 
virtually but should contact the vicar in the first instance who generally 
takes the services, Revd Andy Stand, is 01905 358150.  Regular updates are 
put on the church web site.  Sadly this means that the popular Christingle 
service is  unlikely to take place.   
 
Permission has been granted for the installation of the cycle rack, now all 
we need is some good weather and a person to help drill the holes and fix 
the bolts – any offers?? 
 

Church Hall   
 
During Christmas week, our reliable central heating contractor, Ecoplumb, 
spent three days removing the iron radiator and re-routing the central 
heating pipes, which are much larger than your normal domestic ones.  
Since the diameter of all the piping in the hall is wide, it took a long time to 
refill the system and then bleed all the radiators in the church and hall in 
readiness for the Dampcure contractors to arrive in the new year. 
 
As arranged, the work to alleviate the damp in the back cupboards started 
on 4 January but was more complicated than expected owing to the         
removal of shelving that, for the most part, was put up a very, very long 
time ago.  I admire the tenacity of the Dampcure workers who somehow 
guided and fixed the pieces of membrane and extremely large sheets of 
plasterboard between the remaining upright supports.  The skill of the   
plasterer also has to be admired and it has to be said that they all did an 
excellent job so I would have no hesitation in recommending the company.  
When they left, Val Phillips, Jackie Thompson and I set about cleaning the 
hall, a job that took well over three hours and involved mops, wet cloths 
and numerous buckets of hot water; we all lost count of the number of 
times that the floor had to be washed but the spin mop was a casualty and 
will have to be replaced!     Continued……. 
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Cleaning done, out came the paint brush and roller to seal the plasterboard 
and repaint the adjoining walls; having arrived at 9am, I got home at 4.45pm 
– it was hard work and a long day.   
 
The total for the essential work was £7100, another drain on the already 
depleted church reserves.  However, last year I applied to the Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Company for a grant and was successful in securing funding of 
£1500 towards the cost for which, under the current circumstances, the PCC 
was most grateful.   
 
***********************  

Ladies Club  Firstly, everyone was sad to learn that one of our members, 
Kath Simmonds, sadly passed away last November at the wonderful age of 
90 years.  Kath was a founding member of Ladies Club, was loyal and well 
respected by the other club members and, up until a few years’ ago, she 
was a long standing committee member.  I understand that her working life 
was spent in the offices of the Dents Gloves factory, followed by a spell in 
Worcester Porcelain and finally she was a well known face behind the   
counter in our local Bath Road chemist for 25 years when it was owned by 
Mr & Mrs Sandles.  During her spare time, she occasionally helped out with 
the 11th Worcester Brownies, who continue to meet in St Marks Church Hall, 
and particularly enjoyed attending pack holidays where volunteer help is 
always needed especially in the cooks’ tent; it might be a holiday for the 
brownies but it is hard work for the grownups!!  My daughter, Kate, has 
very fond memories of Kath; she was very popular and will be greatly 
missed by family and friends. 
 
Monthly Meetings  Since the yo-yoing of lockdowns continues, with so 
much uncertainty, it has been decided to cancel the remainder of the 
2020/201 meetings.  Hopefully they will recommence in the church hall at 
7.30pm on Wednesday, 1 September; fingers crossed, this should give me 
enough time to book speakers.  Please get in touch with me for more details 
if you are someone who might be considering joining us; we are a very 
friendly bunch so you can be sure of a warm welcome.   
  

Jan    janvale810@gmail.com  01905 351392  
 

  

mailto:janvale810@gmail.com
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14th Feb: Valentine’s Day 
 

There are two confusing things about this day of romance and    

anonymous love-cards strewn with lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, 

there seems to have been two different Valentines in the 4th century 
- one a priest martyred on the Flaminian Way, under the emperor 

Claudius, the other a bishop of Terni martyred at Rome. And neither 

seems to have had any clear connection with lovers or courting    

couples.   
 

So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love? By 

Chaucer’s time the link was assumed to be because on these saints’ 

day -14th February - the birds are supposed to pair. Or perhaps the 

custom of seeking a partner on St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap 

of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, which took place in the middle 

of February. One of the Roman gods honoured during this Festival 

was Pan, the god of nature. Another was Juno, the goddess of women 

and marriage. During the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for 

young men to draw the name of a young unmarried woman from a 

name-box. The two would then be partners or ‘sweethearts’ during 

the time of the celebrations. Even modern Valentine decorations bear 

an ancient symbol of love - Roman cupids with their bows and      

love-arrows.   
 

EASTER CHICKS WITH 

EGG - £1.50 EACH 

 

Easter 2020 was one like we have never        

experienced before! This year, with better    

technology, we will be able to make it a better 

experience.  Fundraising also fell on it's knees 

because of the virus.  This year we are offering 

Easter chicks if any would care to buy one.  If 

you are interested please contact me by mid 

March. 

 

Brenda Giles 01905 25709 

email:brenda.giles@tiscali.co.uk 
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Smart bird 
 

Ravens have been found to be among the cleverest animals in the world. 

These largest members of the crow family can even score as high on      

intelligence tests as chimpanzees. 
 

Ravens can remember where food is hidden, can use tools to get at it,     

follow human faces with their eyes, and understand what people mean when 

they point.  All in all, researchers praise their “general, sophisticated      

cognitive skills.” 
 

The study was carried out at Osnabruck University in Germany. 

Potholes 
 

Potholes have proliferated during the pandemic, and they are still the top 

concern of nearly 40 per cent of all drivers.   
 

The pandemic slowed down the maintenance of roads for many councils. A 

spokesman for the Department for Transport said: “We’ve committed 

£2.5billion for local road repairs as part of the biggest nationwide pothole 

programme ever announced.” 
 

But as a transport spokesman for the Local Government Association said: 

“Extra government funding has helped, but our local roads are deteriorating 

at a faster rate than can be repaired by councils.” 

Boom in unwanted pets 
 

Will Covid-19 mean a large increase in abandoned dogs and cats?  
 

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home fear so. In a recent study it found that a 

third of the people who acquired a cat or dog during the national lockdown 

had not considered having a pet before the pandemic, and had bought one 

on impulse. 
 

Battersea predicts that the number of abandoned dogs could increase by 27 

percent over the next five years, based on data from previous economic 

recessions. The report goes on: “The impulse buying of pets under        

lockdown conditions is likely to create long-term welfare problems for 

these animals. 
 

“Many in this cohort are likely to be given up or abandoned as their owners 

become unable to cope – particularly as a result of behavioural issues that 

develop after periods of lockdown.” 
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The Martyrs of Japan,  

courage in persecution 
 

Persecution of Christians in various countries is making the headlines 

these days. Believers facing such opposition might well find inspiration 

from the courage of the Japanese Christians of the late 16th and early 

17th centuries. 
 

The Jesuit Francis Xavier had first brought Christianity to Japan in 1549, 

when he persuaded Shimazu Takahisa, the daimyo of Satsuma, to give 

him permission to build the first Catholic mission in Japan. All went well 

at first, and the Japanese responded to the message of Jesus Christ 

more warmly than anyone could have foretold. By the end of the     

century, it has been  estimated that there were nearly 300,000 baptised 

converts to Christianity in Japan. 
 

But soon the very success of the Japanese Church led it into trouble: its 

vibrant growth as an indigenous community believing a faith brought in 

from the West meant trouble.  It was caught up in a maelstrom of    

tensions between the shogunate, imperial government, Buddhist monks, 

Shintoists, and colonial ambitions of Spain and Portugal. Gradually, the 

Japanese rulers came to see Christians as a threat. So Christianity was 

banned, and those Japanese who refused to abandon their faith were to 

be killed. 
 

Trouble flared at Nagasaki on 6th February 1597, when six European     

Franciscan missionaries, three Japanese Jesuits and 17 Japanese laity, 

three of whom were young boys, were executed in a form of           

crucifixion by being elevated on crosses and then pierced with spears. 

Within a year, more than 130 churches had been burned. The          

persecution subsided, then flared up in 1613. Japanese Christians were 

beheaded, burned alive or imprisoned. They responded with courage 

and a willingness to sing praises and preach the gospel even as they 

were led to their deaths.    

Eyesight….?? 
A man went to his doctor to say that his eyesight was getting worse. 

The doctor asked the man to look out the window and to tell him 

what he saw. "I see the sun," the man replied. 

The doctor replied: "Just how much farther do you want to see?" 
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Oswald of Worcester, the saint for Leap Year 
 

There is a saint for Leap Year: he is St Oswald of Worcester, who died on 

29th February 992. His family story was extraordinary, and full of some sur-

prising ‘leaps’, all by itself.  It provides a tantalising glimpse of what happened 

to at least one of those pagan Viking warriors who settled in Anglo-Saxon 

Britain.  
 

For Oswald’s great-uncle had come to England c 865, as part of the ‘Great 

Heathen Army’ of Viking invaders. But his son, Oswald’s uncle, Oda, for-

sook paganism, and not only converted to Christianity, but actually ended up 

as Archbishop of Canterbury.  From there, Oda was in a position to help his 

nephew, Oswald, which he did.   
 

Oda sent young Oswald to be educated at the abbey of Fleury, then a great 

centre of learning. There Oswald absorbed the Benedictine ideals which 

would guide his later life and work. Back in England, he became bishop of 

Worcester in 961, and with the support of King Edgar, eagerly joined in ma-

jor reforms of the Anglo-Saxon church. In 972 Oswald was made Archbish-

op of York, and seems to have taken a great interest in renewing the church 

in the Danelaw. He founded Ramsey Abbey, which became one of the great 

Fenland monasteries.   
 

Oswald was popular as an archbishop, and always washed the feet of the 

poor every Lent. On 29th February 992 he had just completed this service at 

Worcester when he collapsed and died. In later years, Worcester adopted 

both him and Wulfstan to be its two chief saints: they flank the tomb of King 

John, which is before the high altar in the cathedral. 

 

The next Leap Year is in 2024. 

Hymns for seasoned citizens? 
 

The Old Rugged Face 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up 

It is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt 

Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing 

Amazing Grace, Considering My Age  

Just a Slower Walk With Thee 

Count Your Many Birthdays, Name Them One by One 

Go Tell It On The Mountain, But Speak Up 

Give Me That Old Timers' Religion  

Blessed Insurance 

Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah, I've Forgotten Where I Parked 
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