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Directions
The Revd Billy Graham told of an encounter early in his ministry, when
he had arrived for a preaching mission in a small town. Wanting to post
a letter, he asked a young boy in the street where the post office was.
After the boy told him, Billy Graham thanked him, and added: “Son, if
you come along to the Baptist church this evening, you can hear me
telling everyone how to get to heaven.”
The boy looked doubtful. “The way to Heaven? But you can’t even find
the post office.”
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Letter from the Vicarage
April 2022
Hi Everyone,
How are you doing? I hope and pray that you
have been able to keep fit and well and are
enjoying the beauty of the Spring blossoms, if not entirely Spring
weather and temperatures.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. (Matt 27: 45)
In my last letter for the magazines I made mention of prayers for our
wider world and for the interaction of the nations and expressed my
concern that tensions were rising between the superpowers and that
there was talk of possible war breaking out!
Well, as we all know, those prayers were not answered, and there is
war being waged uncomfortably close to home in the Ukraine. These
events may well have, given us cause us to stop, and pause and ask
where God is in the midst of all of this; We will be asking ourselves,
“What can be done?”, “What should be done?”, on the international
stage and maybe, “What should our own response be?” We might
even want to ask, “What would Jesus do?”. How do we make sense
of such acts of seemingly unprovoked acts of violence and terror? It is
difficult even to work out the motivation behind the invasion given
the evidence of war crimes that are suggested have taken place as
Russian troops are being forced to withdraw from territory they had
previously taken.
One response might be to remember the time of year that we are
looking towards, and remember the events of 2000 years ago, that
we shall mark and celebrate again this month.
Continued…...
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We know, that the events of 2000 years ago, brought darkness in the
middle of the day, and we will reflect that in our worship particularly
on the Good Friday evening at St. Mark’s, where the service will
include the Tenebrae actions of extinguishing candles and light
We will remember that even in the midst of sharing a meal with his
disciples, the darkness deepened, as the betrayer left table and went
out into the night. We will remember this by sharing a Communion
meal at Whittington, and then we will remember Jesus’ personal
agonies, as he struggled to make sense of it all for himself in the
garden. This year, though, still mindful of the pandemic we will not
be keeping a watch after the Communion service.
We will remember Christ’s darkest hour (or should that be humanity’s
darkest hour?), in a service at Whittington again, on Good Friday as
we spend time reflecting upon Christ’s cross, His death and His
passion.
We will remember that Jesus was never immune, emotionally or
physically from the sufferings of creation; from the injustice of politics
and politicking, but that He embraced the road of suffering, because
that’s who He is, that is His nature, that is who God is. And He did it
to redeem the darkness, to dispel it, and to bring light and joy and
hope and peace to a troubled world.
We will remember this on Easter morning, at the dawn service at St.
Martin’s (5.15 a.m.), and at our later services at St. Mark’s (9.30 a.m.)
and at Whittington (11.00 a.m.) on Easter Day.

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, … the
angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid’; … ‘He is
Risen!’ (Matt 28: 1, 5, 7)
Do come and join us for as many of these services as you are able,
and do have a blessed and glorious Easter.
Stay safe everyone.
Every blessing, Andy
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Coronavirus - Covid–19
St Philip and St James Whittington
Public worship and normal services continue.
For details see “What’s on”. Arrangements for attending are on page 35
The Worcester South East Team of clergy continue to work on
ways of serving the needs of all our parishes.

Some services and other events are still being conducted
on-line by the Team (see below)
The Team Office at St Martin’s is open to visitors, preferably still by
appointment, and can be reached by phone and email,
see inside cover.

LIVE ON-LINE VIDEO SERVICES
For all churches in the South East Team
Churches in the Team are open for public worship but we are
continuing to meet for worship during the week using the zoom app
downloadable from the zoom.us website. To join one of the services
please email the host who will send you a link:
Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday at 8.30 a.m. hosted by Mike
Bunclark (mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk)
Compline: Monday to Friday at 8.30 p.m. hosted by Mike Bunclark
Monday Prayer Meeting: 4.00 p.m. hosted by Joan Hazzard
(joanhazz@gmail.com)
Virtual ‘Yew Brew’ Coffee Morning: Saturday at 11.00 a.m. hosted by
Andy Stand
Prayers for Peace and Justice: Saturday at 12 noon hosted by Joan
Hazzard

For enquiries about Whittington please email the Vicar
andy.stand@sky.com
Sunday Services will be streamed from
Whittington on Zoom.
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What’s on at Whittington April & May
Saturday 2nd April
10.00am
rd

ForestChurch – Whittington Churchyard

Sunday 3 April
11.00am
1.00pm

Passion Sunday
Parish Communion
Baptism

Sunday 10th April
11.00am

Palm Sunday
Family Service with Procession of Palms

Thursday 14th April
7.30pm

Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion & Stripping the Altar CW

Friday 15th April
2.00pm

Good Friday
‘An Hour at the Cross’

Sunday 17th April
11.00am

Easter Day
Easter Communion
CW
With ‘Easter Eggs for all ‘

Sunday 24th April
11.00am

Easter 2
Family Communion

st

CW

CW

Sunday 1 May
11.00am
1.00pm

St Philip & St James ‘Whittington Sunday’
Parish Communion
CW
Baptism

Sunday 8th May
11.00am
12 noon

Easter 4
Family Service
Annual Church Meeting

Tuesday 10th May
6.30pm

PCC Meeting

With AGMs in mind…
A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can do
nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done.
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WHITTINGTON NEW
BUILDING
The Elizabethan Room
Progress on the new Elizabethan Room
has gone well in the last month. The
main building is almost complete with only the upper part of the East
and West gable end walls outstanding. Plastering of the meeting
room is complete and so the main part
of the building is really taking shape. It
is hoped that the work will be complete
by early May.
The work is being funded with the aid of
grants from six charities, including the
National Lottery, local charity Laslett’s
and Persimmon for which we are duly
grateful. Without them this scheme
would not have been possible.

Further updates on progress will be
given during the course of construction.
During construction facilities available to
the church are limited, though services
continue as usual. Portable toilets have been provided.
Every effort is being made to minimise the effect of the works on the
life of the church and the use of the churchyard.

From the Parish Register at Whittington
****
13th March 2022
Baptism
Hope Lorna Jane Aubrey-Brixton
Daughter of Lauren Aubrey & Gary Brixton
*****
Interment of Ashes
25th March 2022
Peter and Sheila Howell
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Whittington Church Electoral Roll 2022
The Church Electoral Roll will be updated ahead of the Annual
Meeting on Sunday 8 May. This means that anyone who wishes
may join at this stage. Names already on the list will be
included again and you do not need to do anything unless there
are any alterations, e.g. you have changed your address in the
last year. The current roll is displayed in church. Briefly, you
need to be over 16 years of age (or nearly so), baptised, and
living in the parish or a regular member of the congregation.
Please contact me if you are not already on the Roll but would
like to join by Easter Sunday 17 April at the latest.
Janet Pearson
Electoral Roll Officer

BRENDA’S PLANT SALE
Hi folks, with the mild winter we have had I am sure
you have colour in your gardens that you wouldn't
usually have at this time of the year, I have had tulips
in bloom for more than two weeks and the campanula is full of bud.
However, we must turn our thoughts to the summer and see what
colour we can introduce to brighten our days.
I am growing bedding plants again and if anyone is
interested can they please contact me by phone or
email. I can supply a plant list by email if anyone
would like to see the full range. I do already have
orders and am running short of a few items so I
always operate a "first come first served policy".
I look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested.
Brenda Giles 01905 25709, brenda.giles@tiscali.co.uk

April rains
The rain, though raining every day upon the just and unjust fellow,
falls chiefly on the just, because the unjust has the just’s umbrella.
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Whittington Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Tuesday the 22nd March. In his opening
introduction the Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, congratulated
Parishioner Rose Limerick of Old Road, Whittington on celebrating her
100th birthday on the 11th of March.
Present at the meeting was our District Councillor, Rob Adams who
provided an update on national arrangements for £150.00 rebate for homes
in council tax bands A to D for energy crisis support. Mr. Adams also
referred to the food bank arrangements in Pershore for vulnerable
parishioners during the cost of living rise crisis and spoke of the Here2Help
Scheme being continued and expanded to cover the Ukraine crisis. Further
detail and information can be found on the Wychavon web site. Our
County Councillor’s report was read out by the Chairman and included
information relating to Covid infections within the County and charity
fundraising for the Ukraine. This comes with a warning to be alert and
cautious when responding to emails or clicking on links purporting to be
raising funds. Those who wish to donate are encouraged to visit the
Disasters Emergency Committee
Website : www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humaniterian-appeal

It was resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting – to which parishioners are
encouraged to attend, will be held on Tuesday the 17th May at 7pm. On
this occasion on behalf of the Joint Parishes Committee, a presentation will
be made relating to the proposed South Worcestershire Development Plan
(SWDP) which, if approved, will have a direct impact on the Parish of
Whittington.
The next Parish Council Meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday the 28th April
2022. Members of the public are welcome to attend and will be given the
opportunity during the open session to contribute should they so wish.

Further detail and information of this meeting and previous meetings can be
found on the Council website, whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk.
Information regarding the work of the Parish Council, details of the next
meeting or minutes of previous meetings, can be found through the
following ; Clerk to the Council David Hunter-Miller, 35 Benbow Close,
Malvern Wells, WR14 4JJ
Email clerk@whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk Tel 07513 122918 Website
whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk facebook.com/whittingtonpc
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Whittington Community Hall
The Hall has now been in use for 6 months and a number of
improvements have been carried out. The principal one, improving
the acoustics in the hall, was completed during the last week of
March and this will lead to greater enjoyment of the Hall and the facilities it has to offer. Security has been installed and blinds will be
fitted to the windows this month.
The website whittingtoncommunityhall.co.uk has full
information on the facilities and booking, which can be done online.

Community Events at the Hall
Save the dates : Saturday 7th May, Quiz Night with
Fish and Chip supper. Community Hall.
Friday 3rd June, Platinum Jubilee. Community Hall.
The new Hall has been regarded by
Wychavon District Council as a
‘Flagship Project’, and the Council has
provided major grants from Section 106 monies to enable the
scheme to go ahead and to enable the finishing works.

Whittington Community Hall Management Committee
whittingtonvhc@gmail.com
Responsible for
managing,
maintaining,
developing and
running
the new hall.
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Whittington CE Primary School
From the Head Teacher, Gary Richards
.As I type, the parents at school are coming into the building to meet
with their child’s teacher. This is happening for the first time in two
years. Many have not been into the building, so this is an entirely new
experience for them.
Classes are going on trips, competing in a range of competitive
sports against other schools, swimming in the city pool, mixing on
the playground, and gathering together for collective worship. It
feels like we are teaching an entirely new curriculum. One where
you don’t have to risk assess every interaction.
We are finally reminded what education is all about. Beyond what is
taught, there are the interactions between individuals and groups
which facilitate all the learning that takes place. If we take anything
from the last two years, it needs to be the importance of these
relationships and the need to nurture and develop them in order to
create a resilient school community.

No sunbeams!
A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears. When questioned
by his anxious mother, he explained: “This morning they told me that
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam. But I want to be a train driver!”
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3rd April – the Boat Race
This month began with one of the world’s oldest and most
famous amateur sporting events: The Boat Race.
First raced in 1829 by crews from Oxford and Cambridge
Universities, it is considered the epitome of amateur sport,
and each year attracts more than 250,000 spectators to the
banks of the Thames, as well as many millions more on
television.
The Boat Race is raced along what is called the
Championship Course, which is over 4.25 miles of tidal
Thames in West London, between Putney and Mortlake. This
year will see the 167th Men’s Boat Race and the 76th
Women’s Boat Race.
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Bishop John has appointed Kirsty Duxbury as
the next Diocesan Registrar.
She will take on the role from 25 July.
The Diocesan Registrar is a solicitor and is the legal officer
for the Diocese of Worcester, giving general legal advice to
clergy, parish officers, boards and councils and overseeing
the faculty system which enables churches to make changes
to their buildings.
Kirsty is currently Deputy Registrar at the Diocese of Blackburn, and will be
based at Anthony Collins solicitors, who will provide additional legal
services to support both the Bishop and the Diocesan Board of Finance
(DBF). The new Deputy Registrar for the Diocese will be Lisa Moncur,
currently Registrar for the Dioceses of Blackburn and Chester.
Kirsty said:
“I am extremely honoured to be appointed to this important role and very
much look forward to working with the Bishop and the diocesan team. It is
a privilege to be able to help and support the clergy, lay workers and
24
volunteers in carrying out the mission of the Church.”

From the Dean
Peter Atkinson.

of

Worcester,

What will Easter bring for the people of Ukraine?
I write these words at the beginning of Lent, and
the situation is so fast-moving that whatever I
write will soon be out-of-date. But we already
know that for hundreds of thousands, at least,
Easter will bring heartache: the heartache of
bereavement, of injury, of loss of home and
livelihood, of exile in a strange land. And anger too, for all of us: anger
at a war so stupid, so unjustified, so economically crippling, so
distracting from the still greater crisis of the climate and the
environment, so perilous on so many levels for the whole world.
Anger is the only appropriate response at colossal wickedness.
And Easter? Do we cancel Easter in our anger and despair? No,
because Easter is not ours to cancel, whatever we may feel. Easter is
the affirmation that the Lord lives. He who felt fear and agony in
Gethsemane - lives. He who was brutalized at the hands of soldiers –
lives. He who was condemned to a public execution – lives. He who
felt himself forsaken by God in the face of death – lives.
And those who mourned his death met him alive, and learned the
lesson that death is not the end. Those who cowered in fear behind
locked doors found him with them - alive. Those who walked sadly
home found him beside them on the road – alive. Those who went
fishing, not knowing what else to do, found him waiting for them on
the beach – alive.
Let us pray that the Easter faith which so transformed those first
disciples will take root in our hearts as well. ‘Neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come , nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’.

*******
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David Tibbutt’s Memoirs
A book giving his experiences as a doctor in Africa at
intervals, since 1965 and showing the realities of life in
countries like Uganda, over the years.

Copies available from David at £14.95
“Kitovu”, 8, Stuart Rise, Red Hill Lane, Worcester,
WR5 2QQ, 01905 355451, e-mail: david@tibbutt.co.uk
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Memories of Whittington’s
Centenarian
On 11th March Rose Limrick
celebrated her 100th Birthday. Sadly
just a few weeks later she contracted
pneumonia following an infection and
died in hospital on 31st March.
“ A part of Village life for more than 80
years”
Rose was born in Stoke Prior in 1922 and had an older brother Fred.
Rose moved to Whittington in her late teens and worked as a
housekeeper at the College for the Blind. She met her husband
Richard who also lived in Whittington and married in 1943 in
Whittington Church. Rose and Richard had three children, Malcolm,
Martin and Linda and ultimately four granddaughters and six
great-grandchildren. Rose enjoyed going to Bingo and Whist Drives
in the old Village Hall and she loved to cook, bake and knit. There
was always a pot of tea and homemade cake at her home! Since
reaching her nineties Rose became less mobile and got around with
the aid of her trusted Walking Frame, known by the
great-grandchildren as her “Nan-Borghini”!
Having lived in Whittington for
most of her 100 years Rose
was a much loved and familiar
face to many and saw many
changes in the village. She
spent her birthday with family
and friends, no doubt proudly
showing them her Birthday
card from the Queen.
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Deanery Church of the Month:
St John-in-Bedwardine.
St John’s church dates from about 1165.
The first question that I needed
answering, was which of the twentyseven listed ‘St Johns’ that my computer knew of before the 13th C. was
this one. I should have looked at their web-site to start with as the
iconography is clear. Originally it was one of two chapels on the west
bank of the Severn, the other being at Lower Wick the remains of which St Cuthbert’s (feast day 20th March) - can be found in the farm buildings
behind the Manor Farm eatery. By 1371, after the earlier Black Deaths, it
was decided to close the Lower Wick church (which had, for a short while
been the parish church) as it was in a neglected state and very poorly
attended. On the other hand, St John’s was a flourishing community near
the 14th century bridgehead where the drove roads out of mid-Wales
converged, and since 1287 had been the place where the vicar lived. St
John’s was made the parish church on February 17th, 1372.
The current Worcester Bridge was originally designed by John Gwynn an
architect of Shrewsbury and first completed
in 1781. By the start of the 20th century, it
could no longer cope with increased levels
of traffic so a full reconstruction and
widening of the bridge was made and
finished on 28 October 1932. The new
bridge was officially opened by HRH
Edward, Prince of Wales who also opened
the remodelled Cripplegate Park located
nearby. Crossing over the bridge going
westwards takes you therefore into the area of Worcester known as ‘St
John’s’ and after ascending the first river terrace through the area still called
the Bull Ring where drovers would have stopped temporarily in order to
enrage the beasts and make the meat taste better, before driving them on
to the ford or bridge and into the city cattle market.
At the parting of roads still aptly named Malvern Road and Bromyard Road
is where the church is situated. The ’Bedwardine’ part of the name (which
was also used to describe the now missing church of St Michael at the north
side of the Cathedral and where College Street is now.
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I find in Tim Bridges ‘Churches of Worcestershire’ probably derives from
the Anglo-Saxon words meaning ‘table’ and ‘field’. It may well refer to the
land from which the monastery food was supplied and certainly the water
meadows where the County Cricket
ground is, would have been very
productive. The suburb of St John’s
would have developed around the
church in the 14th century and the
position of St John’s itself mirrors the
church of All Saints on the east side of
the river and controlling the bridge/
ford crossing. Both churches were
entitled to hold fairs.
Surrounding the church are still
remnants of 14th century buildings but the church itself though substantially
a red sandstone medieval building had its spire destroyed by cannon fire
during the Civil War and this was replaced by a pyramid roof. The church
suffered very badly during the Civil War, also being plundered and set on
fire. Parliament granted £80 towards its repair at the Restoration. Further
major renovations took place in the 19th century namely: West Porch 1841;
Chancel extended eastwards in 1884; North nave arches rebuilt and
heightened in 1841; Chancel arch widened
in 1884.
Interestingly, the part of Worcester we call
St Johns was originally an independent
township, with the Prior and Convent of
Worcester (i.e., the Cathedral today) as
Lord of the Manor. It has only been part of
Worcester since 1837.

Inside the church has been described as
‘charming’ with white painted walls and
architecture of many different periods. Certainly, the interior of the church
is quaint and quite traditional in its appointments. Of particular note is the
splendid noticeboard in the south porch which would indicate that this
church is very much a community resource as the list of activities for the
locals is very worthy of a village church. I saw listed: Women’s breakfast
club meetings; Free Community ‘full English’ breakfast; and Lent Lunches
advertised in addition to a regular Sunday morning service.
Paul Fulbrook (Worcester Area Deanery Secretary).
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St Mark in the Cherry Orchard
Diocese of Worcester
News & Views from St Mark in the Cherry Orchard
Cherry Orchard Ladies Club
Bob Lane represented the Severn Valley Railway at the March meeting and
before very long it became apparent that he is a very enthusiastic supporter
of the company that he has been involved with since the 1960s. A volunteer
for many years, when SVR brought in a retirement age of 65, whilst he could
no longer drive an engine, he could and does teach others. At some point in
the talk, he said that it was a kin to working in a lunatic asylum – it either
makes you sane or drives you insane!
The original line was built between 1858 and 1861, having taken three years
to receive Royal Assent to do so; prior to this goods were transported
between places by horse and cart.
The Oxford Worcester &
Wolverhampton Company operated the line from Hartlebury Junction to
Shrewsbury (nicknamed the Old, Worse & Worse Company!). It had branch
lines running from Bewdley to Wyre Forrest and from Wellington to Much
Wenlock, moving goods from coal mines and Ironbridge and thus the horse
and cart days ended; the railway provided a quicker and smoother way to
move all around.
Great Western Railways took over in 1872 and business grew with the
building of a sugar beet factory in the Wyre area in 1920 followed by the
construction during the war of two large American camps at Burlish plus an
RAF training camp in Bridgnorth. In 1948 it became part of British Rail
Western Region and to begin with passenger numbers rose during the
summer time as people enjoyed days out. However, it was not to last and
parts started to close before Dr Beeching did his worse. Since there was
little traffic on the SVR line to Shrewsbury, it closed and the coal mining at
Highley ceased in the 1960s.
However, all was not lost because in 1965 a group of enthusiasts held a
meeting in Kidderminster to form a society to preserve the railway. They
had to form Severn Valley PLC to enable them to issue shares to raise the
£25k needed to buy the line from BR between Bridgnorth and Hampton
Lode; SVR Ltd staffed it and SV PLC owned it, but BR retained the line south
30

of Highley. This was the beginning of some very hard work to get all up and
running again. Following the original closure, contractors had swiftly
removed most of the operating equipment and lines, including signal boxes,
and a dozen or so people formed a working party to reclaim as much of it as
possible. Between 1967 and 1970, a number of locomotives and carriages
were acquired, hastened by the demise of steam in 1968. BR sold all redundant engines, coaches and the like to a huge scrap yard in Barry, South
Wales,
The Severn Valley Railway line was opened in 1970, extended to Highley in
1973(ish), on to Bewdley in 1974, reaching Kidderminster in 1984, a huge
achievement. The decision was reached to limit engine speed to 25mph
because above that, there are far more restrictions. Astonishingly at the
last count, the company had around thirty steam locomotives, however
only seven are active at the moment, the remainder being either on display
in the Engine House Museum at Highley or in store awaiting overhaul. Not
all locomotives are on the railway at any one moment, some are hired out
(or in) and two are currently at Tyseley being overhauled. Since most
engines are privately owned, the financing of overhauls is a complicated
thing because it depends who the owner is and what agreement is in place;
they have altered over the years. If you think that the cost of servicing your
car is expensive, spare a thought for SVR because the cost to service an
engine is over £1m, it takes a very long time to do and involves hydraulics,
stripping the boiler out, steam testing, etc., all overseen and checked by an
insurance company who have to sign all off before an engine can return
back to use.
The same applies to the diesel fleet. SVR has eight active engines at the
moment with several others being overhauled and two or three are
sometimes hired out to companies to run on Network Rail; it is unusual for
all of the locomotives to be operating on the Severn Valley at any one time.
In addition to the engines, SVR now has over 50 carriages, more than most
other companies. 40 carriages are needed to run day trips plus 3 engines on
a quiet day and 5+ on busy days. As the company grew, it soon became
apparent that there was need to create various departments and places to
maintain all so professional paid staff continue to be employed to keep
everything going. However, the operation of the company is done 100% by
volunteers, both experienced and youngsters moving through the ranks
and, like most charities, all of them are a very valuable asset to the
organisation.
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If you enjoy the sound and smell of steam haulage, a wonderful way to get
involved and support SVR is to buy shares. Depending on how many you
acquire, your reward is not a dividend but free tickets to ride and a regular
newsletter. A wonderful day out in the better weather is to pack a picnic,
alight at Arley, walk beside the River Severn to Highley, stopping en route to
enjoy the scenery and your refreshments, look round the Engine House
Museum then continue your trip to Bridgnorth; just ensure that you have
the timetable to hand to make the most of the day. Alternatively, hop on a
train during the winter to see entirely different scenery when the trees have
lost their leaves.
From very humble beginnings driven by the dreams of rail enthusiasts,
many of whom have witnessed peaks and troughs since the 1960s, the
Severn Valley Railway is now a well run, multi million pound organisation
and one of the best heritage lines in the country. So next time you are stuck
for ideas for gifts for all occasions, consider buying someone an experience
and give them memories instead of a material present. Visit the web site
www.svr.co.uk where you can find timetables (re-opens 2 April) and
information about the many special events, etc.
I am sure that Bob shared much more with the members but I was so
engrossed with what he was saying that I am unlikely to have written
everything down!
*****************************************

The List of Dates for your Diary:
5 April, 2 – 3.30ish, in the Church Hall Join us for the Chat & Cuppa Club
(or knit & natter, it is what you make it), refreshments are free
Saturday, 9 April - Children’s Theatre in the Swan Theatre 10.30 or
11.45am. NB these are no longer necessarily on the first Saturday of the
month. Details of all events, including several specifically for children, are
on the web site www.worcestertheatres.co.uk or pick up a brochure for
period to end of April from the Box Office.
15 April from 10 – 12noon All Age Good Friday Craft Workshop FREE event
for children and parents/carers held in the Church Hall.
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15 April St Mark’s Good Friday Tenebrae Service 8pm
In the Church. This is a moving service of shadows held by candlelight. The
word ‘tenebrae’ is Latin for shadows and the purpose of the service is to
recreate the emotional aspects of the passion story.
The service will begin with St Mark’s Church in candlelight. There will be as
many candles as there are readings plus a white Christ candle. For anyone
who hasn't taken part in a Tenebrae service before, it is a very moving,
reflective service alternating chants/songs with the readings telling the story
of the Crucifixion and the time leading up to it. The readers read their
assigned selections one at a time and extinguish one of the candles at the
end of each passage until only the Christ candle remains. Someone will then
read the first part of Psalm 22, as quoted by Jesus when he was on the
cross. The last candle, the Christ candle, is extinguished, leaving the
congregation in very subdued light and mood. The service comes to an end
thereafter and the congregation slowly drift away.
Easter Sunday – Family Service Small chocolate eggs for all
************************
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Sunday, 22 May after
the morning service (approximately 10.45am) in St Mark’s Church.
Please let me know if you would like anything added to one of these
monthly magazines. In fact, if you would like to make a contribution by
taking over from me and writing a monthly article now and again, I would
definitely like to hear from you.

Jan
Dem Bones, dem bones…….
It has been said that the body of any organisation is made up of four types
of bones….
There are the Wishbones – who spend their time wishing someone else
would do something about the problem under discussion….
There are the Jawbones – who spend their time talking about the problem.
There are the Knucklebones – who spend their time knocking everything
that everyone has already done or would like to do.
Finally, there are the Backbones who quietly come along, get under the
load, and carry it! Which type of bone are you?
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COFFEE CONCERT AT
ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH
On Saturday 26th March those lucky enough to
attend the regular Coffee Concert at St. Martin’s
Church were treated to a superb concert given
by Joanne Jefferis playing her ‘cello accompanied
by Mike Elden on the piano. They began the
concert with the beautiful Salut d’Amour by
Edward Elgar. This is a romantic piece written
for his future wife on their engagement. The
concert was titled “Spring Cello Song” and this
was an excellent description of their chosen programme – all the
music enabled the ‘cello to sing out and show what a beautiful
instrument it is. Joanne is fortunate to own a beautiful ‘cello thought
to have been made in 1790. Because of its age it has needed a certain
amount of TLC to keep it in its good condition, and it certainly sang
beautifully for us that morning! Joanne introduced the music and told
us some interesting facts about the pieces which added to our
enjoyment.
Among other things we were treated to some
well-known favourites including The Swan by Saint-Saens, Sicilienne
by Faure and the Gadfly by Shostakovich. These performances were
greatly enhanced by Mike’s sensitive
accompaniments – a gift which few people
are blessed with. Mike opened the second
half of the concert playing “We’ll gather
Lilacs in the Spring again” on the piano –
most appropriate on this lovely sunny
morning. We all thoroughly enjoyed our
excellent coffee and homemade cakes
accompanied by such delightful music given by two talented musicians
and I am sure we all felt privileged to be there.
Joanne and Mike very kindly chose to donate the proceeds from this
concert to our Elizabethan Room Appeal helping to provide our
much needed meeting room with toilet and kitchen facilities. We are
very grateful to them for this and as a result the princely sum of £275
has gone into the Account.
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St Philip & St James, Whittington
Sunday Worship Arrangements
Welcome to our Sunday services. Please note the
following arrangements for your own safety and that of
others. Anyone showing symptoms of coronavirus
should not attend church, and those who have been
shielding or are clinically vulnerable should take particular care to
minimise contact with others.
When entering the church by the main (side) door please sanitise
your hands. The West (back) door is the emergency exit and disabled
access.
Seating in alternate rows of pews or on chairs is at a social distance.
Please sit where directed.
Children are welcome to attend, supervised by parents or guardians.
It is requested that the congregation continue to wear a face covering
inside the church building unless medically exempt. This may be
removed to receive communion.
Communion (an intincted wafer) will be received standing from a
central point. Please come forward in a single line and keep socially
distanced. Those receiving a blessing instead should carry something
as a sign to the vicar. Please speak to a Warden before the service to
request a gluten free wafer or to have communion brought to your
seat.
At the end of the service please remain in your seat until after the
organ voluntary.

As you leave the church an offertory plate for cash or planned giving
envelopes will be at the back. Please gift aid any donations if possible.
Please put orders of service in the containers provided as you leave,
and return hymn books to the adjacent pile.
After the service is the opportunity to greet others in a socially
distanced manner outside. It is not possible to serve refreshments at
present.
The toilet will be open. At present it is a portaloo during our building
work.
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