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What headstones are for...
In the 1950s, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother,
visited the church of Scotland in Dumfries. As she was walking
though the graveyard after the service, she asked the Lord Provost
who was with her, why the headstones were so large! He replied
“To hold them doon, Ma’am.”




Letter from the Vicarage
March 24

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Hi Everyone,

How are we all doing? | hope and pray that you
are all keeping well and enjoying the Easter
season.

Those of you who know me, or who attend church at all during the
Easter season will know, how much | enjoy proclaiming those words:
“Alleluia! Christ is risen”. It is one of the privileges afforded me at the
Sunrise service each year to be the first person that season to
proclaim, the Christian faith and joy, that Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

Of course, at the time of writing, we haven’t got there yet. We are still
journeying through Lent, and (possibly) still observing those
disciplines we felt called to follow through that season of preparation
for the proclamation of those words.

| wonder how has your Lent been? Did you manage to avoid the
temptation to give in on the disciplines you set yourselves at the
beginning of the season? Or did your resolve crumble and turn to
dust, almost as soon as the Ashen cross had been cleaned from your
forehead?

And what now?

Will you try to continue any Lenten disciplines into the Easter season;
make them a regular feature of everyday life, or are you more than
happy to let them go for another year, as you truly embrace the joys
and indulgences of the Easter season?

Personally, | have tried, to watch what | have allowed myself to eat,
and particularly the stuff | regularly snack upon; and | have tried to
read couple of books that at the beginning of the season seemed
worth reading for my own development, and possibly too, as a
betterment for my personal journey with God. Continued...



| confess that | got further with the one book than the other, and so
will need to continue through the Easter season to try and carve out
space to finish reading that one, and make some progress with the
second.

The book | have made some progress with is called The Seventh Story
by Brian McClaren and Gareth Higgins, and is subtitled Us, Them and
the End of Violence. In it they posit that there are six default
oppositional stories, synthesised as a means of keeping “our” stuff for
ourselves, while preventing “them” from gaining more.

The stories are characterised as the Domination, the Revolution, the
Purification, the Victimisation, the Isolation and Accumulation stories.
In some respects these stories are responses to the stories that
precede them: Domination and Oppression lead to Revolution;
Purification blames and scapegoats and possibly eradicates a minority
community; Victimisation demands vengeance; and so-on and so
forth.

In each of the stories there is an element of “us” and “them”.

In the seventh story, they state, that “human beings are not the
protagonists. Love is.” If we were to truly love our neighbours, rather
than see them, as “them” in competition with “us”, then we would be
able to live without the violence that so mars our world at the
moment.

This seventh story, of course, is encapsulated in the Easter story,
which we celebrate during Holy Week and the Easter season. It is
encapsulated in the stories of the early church in the book of Acts and
in the definitions of Love that the apostle John writes of; both of
which we hear in our bible readings, Sunday by Sunday though this
season.

How might we live resurrection lives of love and community;
forsaking the violence in our own hearts and minds? Setting aside our
own needs to dominate and accumulate, in order to live in
community and communion with our neighbours?

May God bless us all as we live Easter lives. Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Every blessing, Andy.



LIVE ON-LINE VIDEO SERVICES

For all churches in the South East Team
Churches in the Team are open for public worship but we are
continuing to meet for worship during the week using the zoom app
downloadable from the zoom.us website. To join one of the services
please email the host who will send you a link:

Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday at 8.30 a.m. hosted by Mike
Bunclark (mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk)
Compline: Monday to Friday at 8.30 p.m. hosted by Mike Bunclark

Monday Prayer Meeting: 4.00 p.m. hosted by Joan Hazzard
(joanhazz@gmail.com)

Virtual ‘Yew Brew’ Coffee Morning: Saturday at 11.00 a.m. hosted by
Andy Stand

Prayers for Peace and Justice: Saturday at 12 noon hosted by Joan
Hazzard

For enquiries about Whittington please email the Vicar
andy.stand@sky.com
Sunday Services at 11.00 am will be streamed from
Whittington on Zoom.

The Elizabethan Room for
Meetings

The Elizabethan Room is now fully operational

and is available for meetings of up to 12/15
people. Details and conditions of use are
given on the church website, or at the Church,
along with an application form. This can be
sent to the bookings coordinator, Mrs Caro-
line Mayfield, email below:

caroline.mayfield40@gmail.com
or telephone 01905 764822

Sponsored by the National Lottery Community Fund
There is a defibrillator on the wall of the Elizabethan Room
(shown above) and another on the front face of
the Community Hall, by the main door



mailto:andy.stand@sky.com

What’s on at Whittington April & May 2024

Saturday 6" April
10.30-12noon

Sunday 7" April
11.00am
3.30pm

Sunday 14™ April
11.00am

Tuesday 16™ April
6.30pm

Saturday 20" April
10.30-12 noon

Sunday 21* April
11.00am

Sunday 28™ April
11.00am

Saturday 4™ May
10.30-12noon

Sunday 5" May
11.00am
1.00pm
3.30pm

Thursday 9" May
10.00am

Sunday 12" May
11.00am

Yew Brew in the Elizabethan Room
Easter 2
Parish Communion

Forest Church

Easter 3
Family Service

PCC meeting Elizabethan Room

Yew Brew in the Elizabethan Room

Easter 4
Parish Communion

Easter 5
Family Communion

Yew Brew in the Elizabethan Room

Easter 6

Parish Communion
Baptism

Forest Church

Ascension Day
Holy Communion

Easter 7
Family Service



Whittington Church Electoral Roll 2024

The Church Electoral Roll will be updated ahead of the
Annual Meeting on Sunday 19 May. This means that
anyone who wishes may join at this stage and show your
support for our church. Names already on the list will be
included again and you do not need to do anything unless
there are any alterations, e.g. you have changed your
address in the last year. The current roll is displayed in
church. Briefly, you need to be over 16 years of age (or
nearly so), baptised, and living in the parish or a regular
member of the congregation. Please contact me if you are
not already on the Roll but would like to join by Sunday 21
April at the latest.
Janet Pearson

Moses and climate change?

When Moses went up the mountain one day to meet with God, the Lord
said he had both good news and bad news for him.

Moses asked, "What's the good news?" God replies, "Moses, | shall visit
plagues upon the Egyptians. | shall cause their rivers to run red with blood.
| shall cause frogs to infest their houses, and lice to infest their bodies. |
shall cause flies to swarm upon them. Their cattle shall die; boils will infect
both man and beast. | shall cause hail to destroy their crops; and locusts
shall devour anything green that is left in their land. Darkness will cover
their land for three days and nights. | shall then lead you through the
wilderness as a pillar of cloud by day, and pillar of fire by night. | shall split
the waters of the sea. | shall feed you with Manna that forms upon the
ground until the children of Israel reach the Land flowing with milk and
honey."

Moses replied, "That's GREAT, Lord! What could possibly be the bad news?"
"You, Moses, shall write the Environmental Impact Statement."




Good Morning Gardeners - once more!

The snowdrops and crocus are over; daffodils are
showing their frilly skirts and with the recent warm
spell the tulips are showing their heads; Spring is
here, but it is also time to think what we might put
in the garden to produce some summer colour. |
am growing bedding plants again this year and my
“regulars” will receive a copy of this year’s plant list
shortly. If anyone else is interested please contact me and you can
see the range of plants | grow. | have been growing plants for nearly
30 years, formerly with my husband before he passed, and folks come
back year after year so | must be doing something right! | ensure my
prices are competitive with the local garden centres so if you are keen
to use bedding plants please give me a try before you go elsewhere.
When orders are sorted | will be having a coffee morning and plant
sale on 1%June at the Church with what is left;
refreshments will be in our Elizabethan Room. | look
forward to hearing from you and if you have friends
who do not receive our magazine but could be
interested in plants please pass on my details.

From the Parish Register at
‘Whittington
Baptisms
3rd March 2024

Rory Peter Murdoch
Son of Stewart Murdoch and Jennifer Appleton
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Wedding 30th March 2024
Scott Bishop and Chelsea Taylor




Forest Church at Whittington.

Forest Church met in February and March this year in the churchyard
at Whittington. In February we looked at Creation and new
beginnings. We created pictures with leaves and twigs found in the
churchyard and looked for signs of Spring.
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In March we were thinking about God's abundant provision and how
to share it. We also had a stick theme - looking for sticks, using sticks
to make rhythms to praise God, using charcoal sticks to draw pictures
and tying prayers to branches.
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Our next meeting is Sunday 7™ April at 3:30PM in
Whittingon Churchyard. Please contact us on
whittingtonforestchurch@gmail.com if you would
like to come.
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Bishop Martin asks, Can you help us improve
safeguarding in the Diocese? Our work inj§
safeguarding is being audited and the
auditors would like to hear from you!

The safety of all those who wish to worship in our
churches should always be at the forefront of our
minds. That is true for those who work or volunteer
in our parishes and also for all of us who work in a diocesan context.
We are keen to ensure that we are doing all that we can to create
environments where everyone feels safe, valued and respected.

The Church of England has commissioned INEQE Safeguarding Group
to conduct a series of audits of dioceses to look at our work in
safeguarding and suggest areas where we could make
improvements. As part of this audit process, INEQE would like to
hear from as many different people as possible from across our
diocese and have put together an online survey through which
individuals can comment in confidence about their impressions and
experiences of safeguarding in the Diocese.

The surveys are both anonymous (the audit team are not seeking to
identify individuals) and confidential (individuals will not be identified
in their report). No one from the Church of England or any other
body will be provided with or have access to survey responses.

Please consider filling in this survey openly and honestly and letting
the audit team know your opinions. Our audit will take place from 1
July, but the surveys are open now and will close at 11.30 pm on
Wednesday 1 May 2024 to enable the audit team to go through
them. To access the surveys please visit:
https://inege.com/churchofengland/worcester/. and do encourage
others to do this too.

Thank you for your help — listening to and learning from those in our
parishes is an important part of the audit. Only by working together
can we strive to make our churches a safe place for everyone.

Bishop Martin



https://ineqe.com/churchofengland/worcester/

Whittington CE Primary School
From the Head Teacher, Gary Richards

The Easter holiday is almost here and the children and staff are
gearing up for the break. However, the spring term that is nearly
over has always been my favourite, because the children have settled
into routines and moved on with their learning. Add to that, the
lighter mornings and the promise of warmer weather and the picture
is rosy.
Alongside the taught curriculum, Whittington CE Primary school
works hard to develop our pupils, by encouraging participation in a
range of exciting and challenging activities. This term alone the
children have: taken part in competitive sport; sung at a national
event; interacted with adults visiting the school and visited a range of
venues; they have spoken publicly to an audience of school mates and
family; and two classes have learned to swim. In a society dominated
by technology, these sorts of activities are vital in developing
) ) self-confidence, which is why
they remain a central part of
the offer the school provides.

School Vision

Jesus said, ‘I chose you and appointed you
to bear much fruit, fruit that will last.’

We are inspired by Jesus to learn with joy and
flourish in love, faith and wisdom. Together, we
live and grow well, valuing and respecting our
differences and sharing our God given gifts. We
aspire to be courageous and responsible, caring
for our world and one another today
— for a better tomorrow.
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Home Care
Your Local Worcester Home Care Company

* * * * * "Carers are always so friendly and helpful, always on time and
couldn’t do enough for me. Would recommend to anyone.”

If you need care or have older
parents, whose health has
taken a sudden change, we can
tailor responsive,
companionship led care from 30
minutes through to 24/7 care in
your own home.

You will find our local, family
run care ethos invests heavily in
recruiting the most capable care

professionals, giving you
complete peace of mind.

i .+ 20% Introductory
Visiting Care Discount on your

Live In Care Visiting Care
Specialist Care Package
Companionship Ts&Ceapply

Call Our Friendly Team Today

01905 950 409

www.severnvalehomecare.co.uk
care@severnvalehomecare.co.uk

-

. Homecare
CareQuality S iATs Recommended
Q Commission Association Drowioes




Bluebird Care - as near
to perfect as possible

Care in your home, just as you like it.

You may be in a situation where you need an

extra pair of hands, or you may have complex H @ I I I e

needs that require dedicated care.
is where the heart is

Let's keep it there™

Our well-trusted care service ranges from a
30-minute daily visit through to full Live-in care.

Call our friendly team today.
Bluebird Care Worcester & Wychavon

01386 764830 bluebird

worcesterandwychavon@bluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk/worcester-wychavon

care*




Helping Hands

Care and Nursing at Home

Looking fdr support at home?

With over 30 years’ experience in caring
for people within their own home, and
a commitment to using only directly
employed carers, we have the expertise
to provide the best care possible from
30 minutes to full-time live-in care.

Looking for care? Call 01905 676981
www.helpinghands.co.uk

civicare

a helping hand

HOME CARE SERVICES

HOME CARE CLIENTS | LEARNING DISABILITY UNITS

v g w28
G 023 -

P: 01905 770110 | E: INFO.CENTRAL@CIVICARE.CO.UK
FB: CIVICARE | 1G: CIVICARE.CENTRAL

High-quality apartments
for older people.
Available to buy or rent.

Join our close-knit and welcoming community
to make loneliness a thing of the past.

Our modern and spacious one-and two-bedroom
apartment living packages include the reassurance of 24/7
on-site support, a daily cooked meal, weekly domiciliary
help and even all of your own personal utilities, all for one
affordable monthly fee.

Brought to you by Abbeyfield
Worcester and Hereford Ltd,

a charity committed to making
time for older people.

Call 01905 317850 or visit
abbeyfieldwandh.co.uk

to find out more.

Part of the Abbeyfield family.




EAR CLEAR SOLUTIONS

Safe, Quick Effective Ear Wax Removal Using Microsuction at Home

Liz Hamlet BSc (Hons) - Registered Nurse
07468 733622 - earclearsolutions@hotmail.com

One Ear £55 - Two Ears £75

ESTATE AGENTS WR3 7LG

PR Shelton&Lines

“We're a family run estate agency focused on serving our
local community and are proud to be a part of yours!”

Offering FREE! no obligation property valuations

Pleasecallor | (01905 616 330 | www.sheltonandlines.co.uk

WOULDYOU LIKETO ADVERTISE INTHIS
SPACE

For full details, please contact the Advertising Manager
via the Team Office.

WorcesterSouthEastTeam@gmail.com

Computer Problems?
+/ We come to you at Home or Work + New & Refurbished PCs & Laptops
 PC & Laptop Problems Solved  Wireless & Wired Networks Set Up
 Upgrades & Repairs + Internet & Email Problems Solved
' Virus & Spyware Removal +/ Computer Tuition
/' Custom Built Computers +/ Small or Home Office IT Support

No-Fix No-Fee | Fast, Local, Reliable | Weekdays | Weekends | Evenings | Est. 10 Years
Call Brett on: 01905 670 444 or 07807 777 084 www.Worcester-Computers.com




WILLIAM JUPE

Photo restoration

€ € 1 was completely taken aback by the quality
of repair demonstrated on your website.
I had no idea such things were possible. 39
Dr David Cooper

WWW.RESTORING GLORY.CO.UK | 01905 317713 | HAMILTON RD.

I am a locally based, professionally qualified, estate
agent tailoring a highly personalised estate agency
service around your needs. | purposefully work
with only a few clients at a time to give each one
of them the time they require. Traditional values
and prominent property marketing coverage.

JONES & Please contact me today to find out more.
++++ ASSOCIATES
S TR Lee Kloos mmaea | lee.kloos@jjaa.co.uk | 07496 625205

Worcester WHEELS

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT not just a lift, a lifeline

Worcester Wheels is a registered charity providing a vital service for people living in
the City of Worcester and surrounding villages.

We aim to provide a friendly, affordable, door-to-door service to customers who may
find it difficult or impossible to access other forms of transport.

Whatever their requirements, e.g. hospital, GP and dental appointments, journeys to
day centres, lunch clubs, shopping trips or visiting friends, we are HERE TO HELP!!

<+ All our vehicles are fitted with side-steps & tail-lifts and are fully accessible to walking and wheelchair passengers
++ Our drivers and passenger assistants are fully trained and DBS registered

<+ We operate Monday to Friday from 8am until 5pm

+% Group Hire trips and excursions can be arranged

<+ We hold events and functions throughout the year at our Worcester Wheels Community Hub

We are always in need of volunteer car drivers (expenses paid at 45p/mile), minibus
drivers, MPV drivers and passenger assistants to help deliver our essential service.

For all enquiries regarding joining our scheme
as a customer, or if you would be interested in O] 9 O 5
volunteering for us, please give us a call on:
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TOLLADINE

Service Station

. VO

Travel your way

Quality car servicing and repair

« Specialising in airport transfers at competitive prices

and long distance journeys Family run business
« Full day hire, sporting events Established over 40 years

i ; Qualified and experienced team
« 1-8 seater vehicles available 3 :
) . Professional and personal service

« All our vehicles have free wifi Friendly, fast and efficient

and complimentary bottled Competitive on price

water on all long distance trips Collect and deliver service

(within the area)

Telephone 01905 672078 Tolladine Road, Worcester WR4 9AZ
Mobile 07582 120016 01905 24213

www.executivetravelworcestershire.co.uk tolladiness@btconnect.com
email: landmexecutivetravel@gmail.com www.tolladine-servicestation.co.uk

e MOT * TYRES
* REPAIRS * EXHAUSTS

«SERVICING  * BODYSHOP
« BREAKDOWNS © VALETING M

Tel: 01905 353666 Fax: 01905 356518

email: sales@airora-tansells.co.uk « web: www.airora-tansells.co.uk

TRY A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS FOR ALL YOUR SERVICING, REPAIRS & MOTS

SPECIAL OFFER [riteage
-FREE BODYWORK ESTIMATES
WITH THIS ADVERT  |e——
MOT £35 WITHEVERY FULLSERVICE!! 33

SE RV | CE AN D MOT SP EC |AL ALBION GARAGES, 8 DIGLIS ROAD, WORCESTER, WR5 3BP
from £120 inc VAT """ Just 3 minutes from Town Centre

A BLACKCIRCLES FREE COURTESY CAR - FREE QUOTATION - FREE

PARKING
PREMIER GARAGE suacxcmaes. 24HR-TYRELINE 07713 631193




Bedwardine Funeral Services

1

A Caring and Sensitive Service « Available 24 Hours a Day
Private Chapel of Rest « Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available

The Coach House, 30 Bromyard Road, St John's, Worcester WR2 5BT

01905 748811

www.bedwardinefuneralservices.co.uk

E. J. GUMERY & SON

Funeral Directors

¢ Independent, Family Funeral Directors
¢ Established 1870
¢ Private Chapels
¢ Floral Tributes

L Assoc,

\e»

X Vs/
¢ Pre-Payment Plans R

+ Helpful & Efficient Personal Service

Tel: 01905 22094
2/ HOURS

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road
Worcester WR3 7EU

www.ejgumery.co.uk
Email: info@ejgumery.co.uk

| ‘ Worcester
Funeral Service

01905 23499

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Craig is available 24 hours a day
Please call for any assistance

Unit 6, Kilbury Drive
Worcester, WR5 2NE

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans Al
WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk
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(MALVERN)

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

103 Worcester Road
Link Top, Malvern, Worcs
WR14 1EP

Tel: 01684 572151
We sell and repair
all makes of
Washing machines
Dishwashers
Refrigeration
Built in ovens
Cookers
Microwaves
Tumble Dryers

H

severnvale

WINDOWS |DOORS | CONSERVATORIES

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
with over 25 years experience

e Quality Upvc Windows & Doors

e Bespoke Upvc Conservatories

o Full planning & free CAD design services
o Misted & failed glass units replaced

o Stunning Composite Doors
e Energy A rated Windows

Firestone

ooting Made Lary

+ Installers of Firestone EPDM
Rubber Roofing - join free roofing solution
for flat roofs with a 50+ year life expectancy

Contact us for a free no obligation quote
01905 630677
www.severn-vale.co.uk

GLM Property Maintenance

« Traditional Window Cleaning

« All aspects of Repointing

* Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal)
« Driveways & Patios (Installation & Cleaning)
¢ Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning

« Cowl & Pot Fitting and Repointing
* Roofing

« Fencing & Landscape Gardening
.

.

Hedge & Tree Cutting
House & Garden Clearances
Rubbish Removals
Painting & Decorating
Grave Restorations and Cleaning
Fully insured and licensed waste carrier

No job is too big or too small!
Call for a free quote today!

07399 024702

01905 864172
GLMServices18@gmail.com

M

We're on Yell.com / \

Like us on Facebook!
m @GLMServices18

GIL

Curtains by Kirsty

Made to measure curtains,
Roman blinds & soft furnishings
> Handmade finish

O Friendly, professional service
O Attention to detail

2 No obligation quote
Cm:x'tfnemy Fund us on
07872 441702 facebook.
kirsty.kessell@hotmail.co.uk

‘ [
Wor estétshlre Foot He re
| T —

Treatment in the comfort
\F§~ of your own home

Professional treatment of
Corns - Callus

Cracked Nails

Ingrowing Toe Nails
Athletes Foot - Verrucas
Diabetic Foot Care
Reflexology

\\ \

Jayne Auger
Registered Foot Health
Practitioner

SAC. Dip. RFHP IHHP

07531 294564

jayneauger66@icloud.com
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LANDSCAPING

Spring Forward Landscaping Ltd are Hard Landscaping and
Garden Maintenance Specialists based in Worcestershire

We believe that a garden is much more than meets the Once the build is complete the garden never sleeps and
eye, whether that's a stretch of grass to run across, a we have our dedicated Garden Maintenance Team who
garden full of colour or a sanctuary for children to can keep your garden well-managed and looking pristine
explore the world of nature. all year round

Picture this: a serene evening, the soft glow of warm Are you tired of spending your weekends wrestling with
lights and YOU, surrounded by your own little Eden. weeds? We can do all the hard work and you get to enjoy

Doesn’t that make your heart flutter? We can create your  your garden at it's best thanks to our experts
ideal space with our Landscaping Services.

Our Hard Landscaping Services include: Our Garden Maintenance Service includes:
® Paving ® Lawn & Mowing Care
® Fencing ® Planting
® Turfing ® Garden Clearance
@ Retaining Walls ® Maintaining Borders
® Decking ® Hedge Cutting
@ Estate Management

WEBSITE: WWW.SPRINGFORWARD-LANDSCAPING.CO.UK
EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@SPRINGFORWARD-LANDSCAPING.CO.UK
PHONE: 0753 422 8856

U3
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LATIMER COURT

Care as unique as you are

Latimer Court Care Home provides
tailored care in supportive surroundings.

Call 01905 401 841 to find out how we can help.

Darwin Avenue, Worcester, WR5 ISP - Barchester.com/Latimer

21



Dynamic Carpet Cleaning
carpet and upholstery specialist

+ local business
+ competitive prices
+ great results

James Pullen
07713 444044

dynamic-cleaning@hotmail.com

Andy Lee

Electrician

Registered
NAPIT
Part

Testing
Inspection
Fault Finding

Servicing
Installations
Replacements

Telephone for Quotes:
01905 356945 or 07879 427571

LOCKSMITH & DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

® Multi-Point Locks
No Call Out Fees  Free Quotes

® Replacement Glass Units @ Hinges ® Lock Cylinders
® Handles ® Garage Door Repairs

Over 20 years’ experience - no job too big or small

www.aslocksandservices.co.uk
7 rereea NNAL ©
AS Locks & Services. 01905 726671 National Network of Approved Locksmiths

@ JIS Electrical

For all your electrical needs
Fully qualified and insured
JON HALL : ft)
07528 183057 TIFIED

jds.electrical @outlook.com

JIM'LL FIX IT

Handyman Service

Painting & Decorating, Tiling, Laminate Flooring
Door Hanging, Furniture Assembly, Shed Felting
Gutter Soffits & Fascias - Clean/Replace/Repair
Garden Clearance, Hedge & Tree Cutting, Mowing
Fencing, Fence Painting, Pressure Washing

I promise a fast, friendly,

reliable service, 7 days a week

Fully Insured - References available

01905 424945 /07912 879214

Are Your Locks Behaving Badl

All Types of Door & Window Locks Opened « Serviced * Repaired
UPVC Door & Window Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Door Adjustment & Realignment Service

No Call-Out Char:

THE LOCKSMITH

01905 570 999

ye » Free Onsite Estimates « No VAT On Labour

vww_locksmithworcestershire.couk 07871 44 20 11

Call Stewart Your Local Reliable Independent Locksmith
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OOMBER'mURS
[ I \ CARRIER
COSMOS
CELEBRITY
CUNARD
CITALIA
EMIRATES HOLIDAYS
EASYJET HOLIDAYS
§l6ﬂ.)HOUDAYS
WE ARE INDEPENDENT W‘“"wﬁh
ITC LUXURY
Discover the freedom of travel with arrangeMY %OUDAVS
Escape. As an independent agency, we proudly &Rﬂ%ms
showcase an extensive portfolio of hundreds of %mw“
trusted trade partners, ensuring a diverse array s
of destinations and experiences. Your peace of %ﬁﬁm
mind is our priority, as we use both ATOL and %ﬁ%“&s
SANDALS
ABTA suppliers, guaranteeing that your money is %ank
i TITAN
secure when you book with us. Approach us for TRAVELSPHERE
any travel-related inquiries and let your travel VU%NWHV{‘)[\)'AGE
WENDY WU

dreams take flight with confidence.

FINDING OFFERS

« Search & book on our website.
arrangemyescape.com

» FACEBOOK
@arrangeMYescape
@arrangeMYescape Malvern

« Visit the Experts in store
Worcester 01905 675015
Malvern 01684 214848
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Community Hall Update
Forthcoming Community Events

Summer Quiz Night - Saturday| | th May
Summer Event (Fayre) | lam-5pm
Saturday |3th July at Pond Farm.

The website whittingtoncommunityhall.co.uk has full
information on the facilities and booking, for the hall, which can be
done online.

Regular Bookings in the hall, are set out below:
These are all open Classes

Monday 10.30 to | [.30am.
Zumba with Aimee.

Wednesday 16.30 to 17.30pm
Yoga with Natalie

Thursday 10.00 to 12.00noon.
Zumba and Yoga with Denise
Thursday 19.30 to 21.00pm
Tai’Chi with Marc

Friday 9.30 to 10.30am
Yoga with Rachel

And 10.45am to | 1.45am
Zumba with Aimee
Friday 18.00 to 19.00pm
Yoga with Fiona

Community Hall Management Committee
info@whittingtoncommunityhall.co.uk

WYCHAVON i i intaini i
BT e Responsible for managing, maintaining, developing

good services, good value and running the Community hall.
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Whittington Parish Council

The Parish Council met on Tuesday the 19th of March. The Chairman
welcomed Tony Fradgley as a Councillor to the Parish Council. Details of the
meeting and matters discussed can be viewed in the minutes now on the
Parish Council website; whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk.

However, discussions included highways matters including road safety, the
‘rat run’ through Walkers Lane and Church Lane particularly during morning
and evening rush hour, speeding on the B4084 Pershore Road, the state of
the Whittington Traffic Island at the entrance to the village and following
complaints from residents, driver behaviour in Berkeley Close. These
concerns continue to be raised with the Highways Authorities, Police and
supported by our District and County Councillors.

The Parish Council resolved to support District Councillor Rob Adams in his
capacity as Armed Forces Community Covenant Champion and agreed to
support Whittington School and The Community Hall Management
Committee in commemorating D Day on Thursday 6th June at the
community Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend. Details and times will be
published in due course.

For further information regarding the work of the Parish Council please go
to the Website or contact the clerk at clerk@whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk
or facebookcom/whittingtonpc.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at the Community Hall on the

19" of March. The annual Parish meeting will be held on Tuesday the 23™
of April. Parishioners are encouraged to attend. This is your Parish!

Information and further detail regarding the work of the Parish
Council, details of the next meeting or minutes of previous meetings,
can be found through the following; Clerk to the Council David
Hunter-Miller, 35 Benbow Close, Malvern Wells, WR14 4},

email clerk@whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk Tel 07513 122918

Website: whittingtonparishcouncil.co.uk
and facebook.com/whittingtonpc
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A time capsule in Malvern Priory
A time capsule has been placed underneath
the new nave flooring in Malvern Priory.

It contains 77 different items including a letter to '
the future from the vicar of Malvern, the Revd Rod
Corke, the master plan for the development of the‘,_
Priory, the musical traditions involving the choir, '
the handbell ringers and the music groups, a copy
of the church magazine and many photographs EZas
and details of the day-to-day workings of the |
church. = :
The nave floor is currently undergoing major building works to make it
level. For the last 150 years the aisle to the altar has been flanked by
wooden platforms, creating a safety hazard for users and limiting use of the
space for community activities. The entire floor has now been excavated
and under floor heating installed. The new flooring has been put in place
this week effectively burying the time capsule.

The capsule, which is made of stainless steel and is the size of a large
vacuum flask, was laid by two of the Priory’s youngest members of the
congregation, lolo and Martha who are both three years old. Together with
92-year-old fellow worshipper, Edwina Hawker, they placed the stainless
steel capsule between the joists of the new floor ably assisted by our vicar
Rod. The capsule was masterminded by Philippa Lowe, communications
co-ordinator, who was given just two weeks to pull it together. “The idea
came from our vicar, but we didn't have much time because the team
working on the floor have been brilliant and have got on so quickly with the
work. We’ve highlighted many of our activities and explained how the
congregation raised a substantial part of the £350,000 needed. We've had
lots of social events. Our vicar's wife Rita raised over £7,000 with a wing
walk, members of the congregation took part in a variety show and we held
an auction of promises. Everyone pulled together.”

The capsule has a silicone seal which will last for around 100 years. Details
of its placement will be recorded in the archives and also in the vestry so
that on 10 February in 2124 it will be opened. “Who knows,” said Rod “with
people living so much longer it may well be lolo or Martha who open it.”
The plan to level the nave floor has been in the pipeline for many years. If
all goes according to plan the Priory will re-open for all its services and
events by Easter. Currently the Sunday morning service, which attracts
around 250 people, is being held at Malvern College. Other, smaller
services still take place in the church.
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Car enthusiasts 'REVS' up
for another year.

Are you interested in cars or :
motoring? Do you have an interesting
and well loved car that does not get
driven enough?

REVS is a Christian based group that has various meeting places in the West
Midlands and which now includes the Parish Rooms at Knighton on Teme,
WR15 8LY. They meet every third Saturday in the month, beginning in
April, at about 10am and finishing around noon. Tea, coffee and sausage
sandwiches are provided for a donation.

The aim is to meet, talk cars and to look at what others have brought along.
There is also the chance to talk informally about some of the bigger life
issues such as faith, if you so wish.

If you would like to find out more, please contact:

Jonathan Spilsbury: jonathanspilsbury01@gmail.com or

Mark Wild: mwild521@gmail.com for more information.

Rolled

From a church magazine:
“The restoration of the
churchyard  was finally
completed by the
resurfacing of our driveway.

The following Sunday, the
church  wardens praised
everyone who had helped,
and gave special thanks to
the vicar and his wife who
had rolled in the gravel.

Regular worshippers were upgraded to first class
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Archbishops welcome publication of Future
of Church Safeguarding Report
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have welcomed the recent

publication of the Future of Church Safeguarding report from Professor
Alexis Jay, with an outline of next steps for how the Church responds.

Professor Jay, the former Chair of the Independent Inquiry into Child
Sexual Abuse, IICSA, agreed in July 2023 to develop proposals around
independence in safeguarding in the Church. The work was commissioned
following the termination of the contracts of the original Independent
Safeguarding Board, ISB.

In a statement the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby and the
Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell said:

“We thank Professor Jay and her team for this fully independent report,
and the wisdom, expertise and meticulous proposals contained within it.
We recognise her criticism of our safeguarding structures and processes,
and we welcome this scrutiny and challenge.

“For the sake of all those who come into contact with the Church,
particularly victims and survivors, we welcome the plans that are in place
to take forward this work as swiftly as possible to give everyone
confidence and trust in our structures and processes.

“Professor Jay rightly acknowledges the excellent work that is done up
and down the country by experienced and committed Safeguarding
Officers and others, but her challenge to us all is how our safeguarding
structures and processes reach that same standard. This is a constructive
challenge that we must all take very seriously.

The Church of England’s lead safeguarding bishop, Joanne Grenfell, who is
chairing the Response Group for the Wilkinson and Jay reviews said:
“The report from Professor Jay contains important recommendations for
the structure of safeguarding in the Church with a clear emphasis on
independent scrutiny and the importance of independent professional
advice in all our safeguarding work.”

Choir....

Seen in a parish magazine: ‘Next Sunday the choir will give a recital,
after which the church will be closed for repairs.’
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Richard of Chichester -
more clearly, dearly and nearly

Ever wonder where the prayer ... ‘May | know thee more clearly, love thee
more dearly, and follow thee more nearly, day by day’ comes from? Richard of
Chichester, a bishop in the 13" century, wrote it.

He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, the son of a yeoman
farmer. But Richard was a studious boy, and after helping his father on the
farm for several years, refused an advantageous offer of marriage, and
instead made his way to Oxford, and later to Paris and Bologna to study
canon law.

In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed Chancellor, where
he supported Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his struggles against
King Henry III's misuse of Church funds. After further study to become a
priest, Richard was in due course made a bishop himself. He was greatly
loved. He was charitable and accessible, both stern and merciful to sinners,
extraordinarily generous to those stricken by famine, and a brilliant
legislator of his diocese. He decreed that the sacraments were to be
administered without payment, Mass celebrated in dignified conditions, the
clergy to be chaste, to practise residence, and to wear clerical dress. The
laity was obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days, and to know by
heart the Hail Mary as well as the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.

Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call
to reopen the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition. He died
at Dover on 3 April 1253. In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with
a chalice at his feet, in memory of his having once dropped the chalice at
Mass! One ancient English church is dedicated to him.

And, of course, he is author of that famous prayer, now set to popular
music, which runs in full:  “Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all the
benefits thou hast given me, for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for
me. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may | know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly and follow thee more nearly, day by day.”

Heaven.....

Seen in a parish magazine: “We shall be meeting on Wednesday, when the
subject will be ‘Heaven - how do we get there? Transport by bus is
available at 6.45pm opposite the King’s Arms.
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News & Views from St Mark in the Cherry Orchard

| thought that | would begin with a lesson in what can happen when words
are abbreviated, such as on the following occasion:

1 W
g A
€5 i .\.50

There was a little old schoolteacher from England who was looking for a
room in Switzerland and she asked a Swiss travel agent to help her. A place
that suited her was found but she noticed that there was no mention of a
bathroom or, as she called it, a water closet so she wrote to her travel agent
to ask whether or not a WC was in or near to the house. The agent, who
didn’t know the expression, was puzzled by the abbreviation ‘WC’, never
thinking that she was talking about a bathroom so he sought the parish
priest’s advice; they concluded that ‘WC’ must mean Wayside Chapel and
responded by sending a letter to the lady (see the end of this article for the
response that was sent)

Where is He Now?

Many of you who read this magazine will remember one of St Mark's former
incumbents, the Revd Duncan Ballard, who moved to Tamworth in Arden
and then on to Carsington Water in Derbyshire, seemingly getting nearer to
Scotland where | am aware that he has a home. However, | was surprised
to receive a copy of an article from the Glamorgan Star highlighting an art
exhibition in the Holy Cross Church in Cowbridge, a small town between
Cardiff and Bridgend that included a lovely photograph of Duncan who is
the Cowbridge Ministry Area Leader. He is quoted as saying ‘churches have
always been places of beauty, tranquillity and creativity, and so it is fitting
that we have offered space within Holy Cross Church for the inspiring
artwork of the Cowbridge Arts Society’. Those of you who have lived in this
area for as long as | have may remember a similar event that Duncan
organised in St Marks many years’ ago. He borrowed huge pieces of white
plywood from the Cathedral to exhibit the artwork and it turned out to be
very successful. However, it proved rather difficult to return the plywood
from whence it came mainly because of the size and weight and the PCC
had to be reminded on several occasions that the Cathedral wanted it all
back; | don’t recall how we got it down there!! If anyone is interested in
reading the whole article, please get in touch with me. There is a picture of
Duncan and it is agreed that he looks great so we are sending our Welsh
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reporter to pay Holy Cross Church a visit and see if she can get an interview!

| have been invited to meet a friend in St Peter's Parish Hall to learn of the
logistics involved, and find out how the money was raised, when a
defibrillator was fitted in their community venue; this is with a view to
having one installed in St Marks Church Hall. It is not going to happen
overnight because there are all sorts of hurdles to get over before we can
have one of our own, not least the faculty application. In preparation, we
are launching the St Mark in the Cherry Orchard Church Defibrillator Fund
and | have approached the hire centre and local co-op store who have both
agreed to support the venture by having collection boxes on the counters.
The Heart Support Group who use the hall once a month have expressed an
interest in supporting the project and a recent generous donation to the
church has been earmarked to add to the funds needed; | will endeavour to
keep you up to date with the progress each month.

With the help of another donation, it is hoped to source a new roadside
notice board because the clip boards on the current one are disintegrating.
The silver backing is cracked and the plastic sheets that cover the posters
constantly need replacing because weather conditions cause them to turn
yellow and render them brittle. Several years’ ago vandals ‘popped’ some
of the rivets that hold the board to the upright posts, that are also showing
signs of rust; effort was made to secure the board but it has failed and is
loose again. First impressions are that a new one is going to be very
expensive so if you are aware of a carpenter who could make one for us,
please let me know; however, | do have a crazy plan B!!

Finally, cooking on gas again .... hopefully, by the time you read this
edition, the new gas cooker, paid for with the generous donation from
Worcester Vigornia Rotary Club, will have been installed by a registered gas
fitter. Thankfully there will be no more burnt offerings from the old cooker
which will not be going on the scrap heap.

Remember the piece at the beginning of this article — this is the response
sent to the schoolteacher ....

Dear Madam

The WC is located 9 miles from the house in the heart of a beautiful grove of
trees. It will seat 350 people at any one time and is open on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays of each week. Some people like to take their lunch
and make a day of it, especially on Thursdays when there is an organ
concert. Continued.... 30



The acoustics are very good and the slightest sound can be heard by
everyone.

It may interest you to know that my daughter met her husband at the WC.
We are in the process of taking donations to purchase new plush seats, we
feel that it is necessary as the present ones have holes in them. My wife is
rather delicate therefore she hasn’t been able to attend regularly; it has
been six months since she went and naturally it pains her very much not to
be able to go more often.

| will close now with the desire to accommodate you in every way possible
and will be happy to save you a seat either down in the front or near the
door, whichever you prefer.

Yours sincerely, etc.
I’'m sure that you’ll be delighted to know that | have more like this!!

Chat & Cuppa Club will be in the church hall from 2 — 3pmish on Tuesday, 2
April; thereafter on the first Tues of every month. Everyone, including
gentlemen are very welcome to join us for a free cuppa. In February, we
were delighted that some of the former members of Cherry Orchard Ladies
Club joined us and it would be lovely to grow the number; if you know
previous member(s), please pass this information on to them.

Advanced Dates for your Diary

The next Quiz Night in the church hall is on Saturday, 20 April. Arrive at
7pm for a 7.30pm start. Suggested donation £3pp (come as a team or join
one when you arrive) accompanied under 16s free. BYO snacks and drinks.
This is a friendly, fun event that generally has lots of laughter. Please
advertise to family and friends, the more, the merrier, literally!

St Mark’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting will begin at approximately
10.45am on Sunday, 12 May, after the Sunday service.

So Spring has sprung, the grass has ris’ (a lot) and | know where the birdies
is — they are singing in my garden and it’s lovely to hear!!

Jan
janvale810@gmail.com
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Revision of St Mark's Electoral Roll 2024

By law a church's Electoral Roll must be revised every year to keep it
up to date. This year's revision will be carried out by the PCC from 15
March to 19 April, a notice to this effect has been posted near the
church main entrance door. If you are already on the Roll you need
do nothing.

The Roll is open to all churchgoing members of the parish, no matter
how often they attend, or those who live outside the parish but at-
tend St Mark's services. Anybody who meets these basic criteria but is
not currently on the Roll is invited to contact me (01905-350123) for
an application form, which includes further information about the
Roll and instructions for completion. Completed application forms
should be returned to me by 12 April to allow time for me and the
PCC to process it by 19 April

Roger (Electoral Roll Officer)

World Autism Acceptance Week, 2" g™ April 2024

Autism is on the rise. Or at least, the recognition of it is. According to the
website psychcentral.com, there was a 787% exponential increase in the
number of people who were diagnosed with autism between 1998 and
2018 in the UK.

The National Autistic Society says that in the UK, more than one in every
100 people are now on the autism spectrum. It reckons that around
700,000 adults and children in the UK suffer with the condition to some
degree.

All of which means that you probably know of someone who has autism, to
some degree. And you may know that, as it says on the NHS website:
Autistic people may act in a different way to other people, ... and find it hard
to understand how other people think or feel... To help people with autism,
you may wish to support this ‘acceptance week’, by going to the National
Autistic Society’s website, https://www.autism.org.uk and taking part in
some way in their fundraising campaign.
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Appreciating Johann Sebastian Bach

Three hundred years ago, on 7th April 1724, the German composer Johann
Sebastian Bach’s St John Passion was performed for the first time, at a
church in Leipzig.

It was put on as part of Good Friday Vespers at St Nicholas Church, having
been transferred from St Thomas at the last moment by the music council.
Bach, who had just turned 39, agreed to the move, while pointing out that
the booklet had already been printed, there was no room immediately
available for the musicians, and the harpsichord needed some repair. These
problems were overcome.

Bach was already highly regarded, but primarily as a harpsichordist and
organ expert. Later seen as one of the best composers of all time —
renowned for such works as the Brandenburg Concertos and his Mass in B
Minor — he was one of a large family of north German musicians. He is
widely praised as a great synthesiser of styles and traditions.

The St John Passion, written during his first year as director of church music
in Leipzig, was designed to be used as part of a church service. It follows
John 18 and 19 in the Luther Bible, but the writer of the libretto is not
known. A possible earlier Passion, written in Weimar, is lost.

Nowadays the St John Passion is heard mainly in the 1739-1749 version,
which was never performed in Bach’s lifetime, though he made many
revisions to the original before his death.
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Seen on a church notice board:

‘Despite inflation, the wages of sin
remain the same’

& Vigilante Circle. We've detained two
gents trying to nick the church silver."
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50 years of ABBA!

Fifty years ago, on 6" April 1974, the Swedish pop group ABBA won the
Eurovision Song Contest with their song Waterloo. It was the first time that
Sweden won the contest. ABBA went on to be one of the most successful
groups in music history.

The victory, in Brighton, was just the first step on the road to conquering
the world, as far as pop music was concerned. The songs, written mainly by
Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Andersson, were matched by the passion,
exuberance and good looks of singers Agnetha Faltskog and AnniFrid
‘Frida’ Lyngstad, who later married them — and even later, divorced them.

The name of the group came from the initials of the four Christian names.
Some have suggested a link to the biblical Abba and looked for Jewish
themes in their songs, but this is wishful thinking. While Anni-Frid (who was
born Norwegian) may be Christian, Bjorn is definitely an outspoken atheist.
In fact, ABBA is the name of a Swedish canned fish company that had to
give permission for the singers to use it —a decision they are unlikely to
have regretted.

Both Waterloo and ABBA achieved worldwide superstar status quickly —no
small feat for a group performing in a language that is not their own. The
film ABBA — the Movie and the musical Mamma Mia and its sequel,
featuring their compelling songs, were huge successes. It is estimated that
the musical has been seen by more than 60 million people worldwide.

ABBA hit the jackpot again when their revolutionary new project, ABBA
Voyage, launched in 2022. In it, Agnetha, Bjorn, Benny and Anni-Frid
perform their love-songs digitally with a live 10-piece band, in a
purpose-built ABBA arena at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in London. Not
bad for four divorcees in their 70s.
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