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The invasion of Ukraine

The 15th instalment of Denys Bielov's account of his escape from
Mariupol will be found on pages 13/14/15, again this month. Denys
arrives in this country, and finds his first host family.

June
2026




Letter from the Vicarage
May 26

Hi Everyone,

How are we all doing? | hope and pray that you

are all keeping well.

At the time of writing we have just brought the curtain down on our
Easter celebrations, with our services for Pentecost, and the weather
is looking set fair for that rare oddity of a warm and dry bank holiday,
and on recent evidence a warm and dry school holiday - is it just my
imagination or does it normally wait for the schools to break up, for
the weather to take a turn for the worse? Hopefully you are enjoying
the warmer, brighter weather, as well.

Last month you may remember that | wrote about writing a psalm
and encouraging you to maybe write one for yourselves. As an
example | cited one | had written a number of years ago now, as part
of my preparation for my selection conference to determine (or
otherwise) my calling to be a priest and to prepare me for Theological
College.

You may remember that it was a reflection (if that's the right word,
and I'm not sure it is) on the passage of time and how quickly time
can fly by.

Talking of which can you believe that it will be ten years this month
since James, Chris and | arrived in Worcester and began our ministry
amongst you (June 7th)? James was only just completing his reception
year in school and he is now about to go into his GCSE year (and that’s
not a scary thought at all!).



The 1st to 7th June is designated as Volunteers week in the UK, and
we want to say a big “Thank You” to everyone for your fellowship and
support over the last ten years, and for your work as volunteers
within the churches and church communities that we serve. “Thank

you all, very much”.

Do please come and help us to mark the occasion by dropping into
our Open House, at the vicarage, on Saturday 6th June, 10.00 a.m. -
12.30 p.m. or 2.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. It would be great to see people
there.

Every Blessing,

Andy.
’FOREST AN
& CHURCH 7

Sunday 7 June

3.30pm - 4.30pm
Whittington Churchyard

The longest day is approaching and the
weather is warming up. We'll be thinking
about how we can take care of God's
creation, and we’'ll explore all things ‘light’.

Contact: revrichwood@gmail.com

We trust not because ‘a god’ exists, but because THIS God exists. -
C S Lewis



The Elizabethan Room
for Meetings

The Elizabethan Room is now fully operational
and is available for meetings of up to 12/15
people. Details and conditions of use are
given on the church website, or at the
Church, along with an application form. This
can be sent to the bookings coordinator, Mrs
Caroline Mayfield, email below:

caroline.mayfield40@gmail.com
or telephone 01905 764822

Sponsored by the National Lottery Community Fund
There is a defibrillator on the wall of the Elizabethan Room
(shown above) and another on the front face of
the Community Hall, by the main door

LIVE ON-LINE VIDEO SERVICES

For all churches in the South East Team
Churches in the Team are open for public worship but we are
continuing to meet for worship during the week using the zoom app
downloadable from the zoom.us website. To join one of the services
please email the host who will send you a link:

Morning Prayer: Monday to Friday at 8.30 a.m. hosted by Mike
Bunclark (mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk)

Compline: Monday to Friday at 8.30 p.m. hosted by Mike Bunclark
Monday Prayer Meeting: 4.00 p.m. hosted by Joan Hazzard
(joanhazz@gmail.com)
Virtual ‘Yew Brew’ Coffee Morning: Saturday at 11.00 a.m. hosted by
Andy Stand (andy.stand@sky.com)
Prayers for Peace and Justice: Saturday at 12 noon hosted by Joan
Hazzard

For enquiries about Whittington please email the Vicar

andy.stand@sky.com



mailto:andy.stand@sky.com

What'’s on at Whittington June & July 2026

Saturday 6™ June

Sunday 7" June
11.00am
3.30pm

Tuesday 9" June
6.30pm

Sunday 14" June
11.00am

Saturday 20" June

Open House at The Vicarage, 11 Jasmine Close
10.30-12 noon or 2.00pm — 4.30pm

Trinity 1
Parish Communion
Forest Church

PCC Meeting in the Elizabethan Room

Trinity 2
Family Service

10.30- 12noon Yew Brew in the Elizabethan Room

Sunday 21* June
11.00am

Sunday 28" June
11.00am

Saturday 4" July
10.30-12noon

Sunday 5% July
11.00am

Trinity 3
Parish Communion

Trinity 4
Family Communion
Yew Brew in the Elizabethan Room

Trinity 5
Parish Communion

From the Parish Register at
‘Whittington

Baptism
3rd May 2026
Orla Rose Heeley

Daughter of Kevin & Victoria Heeley




ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES WHITTINGTON
SUNDAY 19th JULY 2026

g‘é’»"/j} MEMORIAL SERVICE
v 6.30
30 p.m.

A THANKSGIVING TO COMMEMORATE
ALL THOSE WHOM WE HAVE LOVED
AND ARE AT PEACE IN THE CHURCHYARD
OR ELSEWHERE

Everyone welcome Q‘\%

You are invited to The Yew Brew
10.30am - 12 noon
Saturday 20t June

at Crookbarrow View
Call in for tealcoffee, and light
refreshments
All welcome

Qo




THE BIG GIVE
AFTERNOON TEA

SGONES & SMILES TO SUPPORT
WHITTINGTON CHARITY

Saturday 13 June, 2026
2.30pm to 4.30pm

BOOK YOUR ncln'(lrrl"'s@m QR CODE OR
ELIZABETHSTEPHENSAND
FANNYCLIFTONCHARITY.CO.UK

SCAN THE QR

SWEET AND
SAVOURY

DELIGHTS
PLUS TEA
OR COFFEE

TICKETS
£10 PP
ADDA

GLASS OF

PROSECCO
£5.00

AN EVENT
FOR THE
COMMUNITY
IN AID OF
CHARITY

AT
WHITTINGTON
COMMUNITY
HALL
VRS 2RQ

00 L



Whittington CE Primary School
Community celebration in Whittington

Whittington CE Primary School and the Church
of St Philip and St James in Whittington have
come together for a community celebration
day. There were activities for the children at
both the church and the school throughout!
the day and parents were invited to come in

and take part alongside their children.
'-T The day was organised by Tracy Lister, a teacher
at the school and Debra Hill, the parish Children
% and Young People’s worker.

y iy 8 -t\_; The morning included creative prayer stations in
< school, with children and their parents using

playdoh and pipe cleaners, making friendship
bracelets and blowing bubbles. Then throughout the day, two year groups
at a time went up to the church where they were involved in a presentation
about St George before doing forest church-style activities in the
churchyard. Everyone came back together at school at the end of the day

to sing some modern and traditional ‘assembly bangers’!

Tracy said:

“Our school has had a great relationship with
Whittington Church for many years, and we SN
were thinking about how we might grow that
further. We planned a community celebration
to which we could invite parents, structuring it
so that they could drop into any parts which
worked for them. Each teacher decided which ™~

prayer activities would work in their class, and we included wellbeing
activities which parents could also try for themselves at home. It was then
great to visit the church for more fun before gathering on our school field to
have a good sing together!”

Debra and Vicar Andy Stand regularly go into school to lead collective
worship, and the pupils are well used to visiting church on a variety of
occasions. Continued...



Andy said: h
“Our relationship with the school is 4
fundamental to much of what we do. It gives &
us a chance to talk about God, Jesus and the
gospel and helps children to feel comfortable
in church surroundings. It's been brilliant to
see them running around the churchyard on
our community day.”

While at the church, after a story about St George with the children playing
the key roles, there were three different activities for them to choose from,
including finding sticks in the churchyard to create a cross and decorating
some bunting which was later hung in the church to represent the wider
community.

“All of the activities were similar to those we
do at our monthly forest church,” said Debra.
“The whole day was completely amazing, and
we’ve had such positive feedback. The spiritual
) link between the church and the school is really
; important and we both work hard to make
sure the relationship works, which benefits the
whole community.”




Giving thanks for faithful service
From the Archdeacon of Worcester,
Mark Badger.

During June, Archdeacon Nikki and | will have the
privilege of meeting with churchwardens from
across our parishes as we undertake the annual
visitations. These are always encouraging
occasions, offering a chance to hear something of the life of each
place, to give thanks for all that is offered in service, and to recognise
the vital ministry of churchwardens at the heart of parish life. They
culminate in the formal admission of wardens, but what stands
behind that moment is a deep commitment to serve Christ and his
Church faithfully in each community.

As | prepare for these gatherings, | find myself holding before me
Bishop Hugh’s call to us all, lay and ordained alike, that above all we
are to be faithful, learning to love God faith@Efully.

Faithfully, because the Christian life is shaped by steady commitment:
in prayer, in worship, in service, and in love of neighbour. Across our
diocese, | am constantly encouraged by the quiet, faithful witness of
so many, often unseen, but deeply significant.

Faith@fully, because God invites us to a life that is rich and whole.
This is not a narrow or partial calling, but one that touches every part
of who we are and how we live, at home, in our communities, and
across the generations.

As we gather for the Archdeacons' Visitations, | give thanks for all
who serve. May this be a season not only of duty fulfilled, but of faith
renewed, that together we may live more deeply, more joyfully, and
more fully in Christ.

Mark
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Escape from Mariupol
by Denys Bielov - 15

| at last arrived in England landing at Birmingham j
airport. While | was waiting in the passport control

line, Joe sent me a message on WhatsApp asking if | 7
was the one standing in the queue with a black R
rucksack. | was so surprised that he had driven over 30 miles from

Worcester to meet me. At the exit | saw a very friendly, smiling guy about
my age. He immediately asked me if | would like something to eat. Inside |
felt joy and gratitude. We headed to his car. To my surprise, on the way to
Worcester, Joe and | chatted about life, work and everyday matters, as if we
were old friends. This really amazed me, and | tried to figure out whether
he was choosing simple words and phrases so that | could understand, or
whether my efforts to learn English had already given results? Probably
both. Finding it easier to communicate than | expected helped me relax a
little.

| had never experienced how the people of England really lived. | realised
that my ideas about England had been shaped since childhood: by books,
films, music and other cultural images — these are stereotypes that may not
correspond to reality, so | was prepared for things to be different from what
| had imagined. And indeed, many of my stereotypes began to crumble.

We reached Worcester. As soon as we stepped inside the house, | was
greeted by a friendly, cheerful Ella. She had already prepared a delicious
dinner and was waiting for us. The same thought kept spinning round and
round in my head: ‘Wow! Am | really here? Am | finally here? These
thoughts excited me, as if | were watching a film and had suddenly found
myself inside it. Joe and Ella’s young children, Nina and Dylan, also came to
say hello. Everyone was so cheerful and friendly and | immediately felt a
special sense of homely warmth and comfort. Even the language barrier
didn’t feel as acute as I'd feared. The interior of their home was very cosy
and looked as though the space had been created specially so that, upon
entering after a hard day, a person could leave all their accumulated tension
outside and relax: the soft glow of the lamps, wooden stairs covered with
soft carpets, a harmonious and cheerful combination of colours. Continued..
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All this created a sense of peace and coziness. They showed me to the room
on the third floor where | was to stay.

When | had unpacked my things, | was invited to join the family for dinner. |
realised | was actually very hungry. During the meal, | seemed to
understand the conversation quite well. But when they asked me about
Mariupol and my journey, | realised that my vocabulary wouldn’t be enough
to say even ten per cent of what | wanted to describe. Joe and Ella
reassured me and told me not to worry about anything, not to rush, and
that it was better to relax and rest now. | really felt that my inner battery
was almost flat.

It was hard to realise that I'd been in Wroctaw that very morning. But the
day was almost over for me, and | was exhausted. Before going to bed, |
fancied a short stroll around the neighbourhood, to get a feel for the area.
A walk always helps me relax. | was given a key to the house so that | could
come and go as | wished. The pavements were narrow and | was surprised
by the large number of cars parked right on the street in front of the
houses. You could really feel the vibrancy of life here. | needed to get used
to my new surroundings. For the first two weeks, | felt confused and a
strange feeling of disorientation. Everything here was more compact: the
houses were closer together, the streets were narrower, and there was less
space between people. For me, having been pampered by the wide open
spaces of Mariupol, it was a struggle at first. But | realised it was only
temporary. It was as if I'd been magically teleported straight here from
Mariupol. Instead, everything here is so neat and well-kept, and the people
here are so friendly and smiling.

| didn’t walk far that first evening, so as not to get lost. As | sorted my
things into the shelves

and drawers and got

ready for bed, | was

really glad that part of

the journey was finally g~

over. On the other
hand, | was worried
about how things would =
turn out from here on.
Because | realised I'm
not here on holiday .




| don’t have the option of returning home in a
week or two. A difficult test of integration lay
#~ ahead. And this integration would have to be
very deep, because I'm in England for the long
term. And during this time, | have to do
something that will help me return home one
day. After saying my prayers and doing my
evening yoga, | went to bed.

N
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THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC

Choral Evensong for Music Sunday

at St Martin’s Church, London Road

Sunday 14 June at 6pm

With the choir of St Martin’s

Introit Locus Iste — Bruckner
Responses Amner
Canticles Wood in C

Anthem When in our Music- Stanford

arr. Barnard

And hymns for all to sing including
‘O Praise Ye the Lord’




Bluebird Care - as near
to perfect as possible

Care in your home, just as you like it.

You may be in a situation where you need an

extra pair of hands, or you may have complex H @ I I l e

needs that require dedicated care.
is where the heart is

s kReep it there™

Our well-trusted care service ranges from a
30-minute daily visit through to full Live-in care.

Call our friendly team today.
Bluebird Care Worcester & Wychavon

01386 764830

worcesterandwychavon@bluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk/worcester-wychavon

bluebird
care*




WILLIAM JUPE

Photo restoration

€ € 1 was completely taken aback by the quality
of repair demonstrated on your website.
I had no idea such things were possible. 39
Dr David Cooper

WWW.RESTORINGGLORY.CO.UK | 01905 317713 | HAMILTON RD.

+444

Jones & Associates is a local professionally qualified
estate agency, serving Worcester, Pershore, and
surrounding areas. We offer personalised service
with traditional values and broad marketing
including Rightmove, Zoopla, OnTheMarket, our
website, and social media. Contact me now to

JONES & learn how we can assist with your future move.
ASSOCIATES

Lee Kloos v | lee.kloos@jjaa.co.uk | 07496 625205

WorcesterWHEELS 01905 450654

Worcester Wheels is a registered charity providing a selection of services for
people living in the city and surrounding villages. We aim to provide a friendly,
affordable, door to door service to customer who may and It difficult to access
other forms of transport. Our vehicles are fitted tail lifts and fully accessible to
walking and wheelchair passengers.

We are here to help individuals to get to their hospital, GP, Day Services,
lunch clubs, shopping trips and much more. We operate our transport
services Monday to Saturday.

We offer a Friendship Hub for adults who are lonely, isolated or have a
disability to come together to meet new friends, engage in activities and enjoy a
hot two course meal. It is open Monday to Friday 10 am until 2 pm. All our staff
and volunteers are DBS checked, fully trained and keen to make a difference.

Visit our website www.worcesterwheels.org.uk or and us on Facebook.
If you would like to volunteer contact us on 01905 450 654




- Shelton&Lines "

ESTATE AGENT WR3 7LG
“We're a family run estate agency focused on serving our
local community and are proud to be a part of yours!”

Offering FREE! no obligation property valuations

w

bockomimne. | 01905616 330 | www.sheltonandlines.co.uk

WOULDYOU LIKETO ADVERTISE INTHIS
SPACE

For full details, please contact the Advertising Manager
on adale.stmartins@gmail.com

WorcesterSouthEastTeam@gmail.com

Computer Problems? GLM Property Maintenance

We FIX computers! « Traditional Window'CI'eaning
« All aspects of Repointing

Sales | Service | Support « Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal)
Worcesters best loved, family run IT company... « Driveways & Patios (Installation & Cleaning)
* Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning
« Cowl & Pot Fitting and Repointing
Roofing
Fencing & Landscape Gardening
* Hedge & Tree Cutting
Repairs * House & Garden Clearances
Rubbish Removals

Custom build PC’s

Gaming PC’s

Upgrades T /
« Painting & Decorating
Networking « Grave Restorations and Cleaning
Anti Virus & Security Fully insured and licensed waste carrier

No job is too big or too small!

Home User Support Call for a free quote today!

5 == Business IT & Support 07399 024702
01905 864172
worcester-computers.com GLMServices18@gmail.com
01905759111 L worcester We're on Yell.com A
ﬁ e S Gl L M Like us on Facebook!
m @GLMServices18

visit us in-store 140 Ombersley Road | Worcester | WR3 7HA




Are Your [Locks Behaving Badly ?

« NO CALLOUT CHARGE - FREE ONSITE ESTIMATES - NO VAT ON LABOUR

---THE LOCKSMITH...

01905 570 999 www.worcestershire-locksmith.co.uk 07871 44 20 11

All Locks Opened, Serviced, Repaired, Supplied & Fitted
UPVC Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist

Jammed & Dropped Doors Realigned & Adjusted
FIX AN ISSUE BEFORE IT BECOMES A PROBLEM..

Andy Lee

Electrician

Registered
NAPIT
Part

Testing Servicing

Inspection Installations
Fault Finding Replacements
Telephone for Quotes:

01905 356945 or 07879 427571

Curtains by Kirsty

Made to measure curtains,
Roman blinds & soft furnishings
> Handmade finish

J Friendly, professional service
O Attention to detail

O No obligation quote
Cortactmetoday Find us on.
07872 441702 |4 _facebook.
kirsty.kessell@hotmail.co.uk

D-A‘R

(MALVERN)

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

103 Worcester Road
Link Top, Malvern, Worcs
WR14 1EP

Tel: 01684 572151
We sell and repair
all makes of
Washing machines
Dishwashers
Refrigeration
Built in ovens
Cookers
Microwaves
Tumble Dryers

» Specialising in airport transfers
and long distance journeys

« Full day hire, sporting events

« 1-8 seater vehicles available

« All our vehicles have free wifi
and complimentary bottled
water on all long distance trips

Telephone 01905 672078
Mobile 07582 120016

www.executivetravelworcestershire.co.uk
email: landmexecutivetravel@gmail.com




LOCKSMITH & DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

® Replacement Glass Units @ Hinges % Lock Cylinders

® Multi-Point Locks
No Call Out Fees  Free Quotes

=

AS Locks & Services.

www.aslocksandservices.co.uk

07956 371673
01905 726671

® Handles @ Garage Door Repairs

Over 20 years’ experience - no job too big or small

NNAL®

National Network of Approved Locksmiths

TOLLADINE

Service Station

Quality car servicing and repair
at competitive prices
Family run business
Established over 40 years
Qualified and experienced team

Professional and personal service
Friendly, fast and efficient
Competitive on price

Collect and deliver service

(within the area)

Tolladine Road, Worcester WR4 9AZ
01905 24213
tolladiness@btconnect.com
www.tolladine-servicestation.co.uk

Worcester Four
Seasons
Apartments

Battenhall Avenue, Worcester,
WRS 2HW

«  Stylish, spacious &
comfortable holiday
accommodation

. Peaceful, south facing
location

« Underfloor heating

Find us on Airbnb or book directly.
Contact us today:

Email: haywardpowis2@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile: 07843 944567

www.powishayward.co.uk

@) JIS Electrieal

For all your electrical needs

Fully qualified and insured

JON HALL
07528 183057

jds.electrical@outlook.com

i

~
STROMA L)
CERTIFIED

WOULDYOU LIKETO
ADVERTISE INTHIS
SPACE

For full details, please contact
the Advertising Manager
adale.stmartins@gmail.com
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| ‘ Worcester
Funeral Service

01905 23499

Craig is available 24 hours a day
Please call for any assistance

Funeral Plans

| 4

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Unit 6, Kilbury Drive
Worcester, WRS 2NE

Golden Charte\lx

WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk

E. J. GUMERY & SON

Funeral Directors

¢ Independent, Family Funeral Directors
¢ Established 1870
¢ Private Chapels
¢ Floral Tributes

\ 00
¢ Pre-Payment Plans “erai s
¢ Helpful & Efficient Personal Service

Tel: 01905 22094
24 HOURS

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road
Worcester WR3 7EU

www.ejgumery.co.uk
Email: info@ejgumery.co.uk

Bedwardine Funeral Services

A Caring and Sensitive Service « Available 24 Hours a Day
Private Chapel of Rest « Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available

\ -\‘ W

&
___u-‘ W\

The Coach House, 30 Bromyard Road, St John's, Worcester WR2 5BT

01905 748811

www.bedwardinefuneralservices.co.uk
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LATIMER COURT

BARCHESTER HEALTHCARE

Care as unique as you arce
-

Providing bespoke residential, nursing, dementia
and respite care in Worcester.

Call: 01905 402 832

Latimer Court Care Home
Darwin Avenue, Worcester, WR5 ISP - barchester.com

BBC Proms will still celebrate the US -
despite Trump’s lawsuit

The BBC will mark the 250" anniversary of the Declaration of Independ-
ence with a programme of American classical music this summer. That is
while Donald Trump pursues his multi-million lawsuit against the corpora-
tion.

But he is not the only thing that is making the BBC uneasy. BBC insiders
are also wary of the shifting political situation between the US and Iran,
which could make the Proms concerts at the Royal Albert Hall a target for
anti-war demonstrations.

However, the concerts will still go on to showcase the music of famous US
composers, including George Gershwin, Aaron Copland and Leonard Bern-
stein. American conductors will even lead several of the shows.

Sam Jackson, the BBC Radio 3 controller, said: “The 250th anniversary of
American independence is a major moment in world history. We live in
uncertain times, but our current geopolitical situation should not lead us to
‘cancel’ great music, or to deny licence fee payers the opportunity to hear
repertoire of both the past and the present.”

The Proms will launch with the First Night on 17 July. -



Community Hall Update
WHAT’S ON - REGULAR CLASSES YOU CAN JOIN
Please contact the class organiser for more information,
costs and to pre-book
MONDAY.
10.30am - 11.30am. Zumba with Aimee Ford.
Contact: aimeeford@yahoo.co.uk
5.30pm. The Star Project Children's Theatre (Term time only)
with Jo Payne. Contact: director@thestarproject.info

TUESDAY.

4.00pm to 6.30pm. Dance (for 3 year olds and above) with Elizabeth Gibbs
Contact: lizdance@icloud.com

6.30pm - 9.30pm Gong Bath + Sound Meditation with Angela Latham.
Contact: evenstartbabe@msm.com

(varying monthly dates available)

WEDNESDAY.

2.00pm to 3.00pm Moveitorloseit. Exercise class for the more mature
individual to build strength and balance. *Note*: from 02/09/2026
Contact: Liz Hoare: liz.hoare@moveitorloseit.co.uk.

4.30pm to 5.30pm Yoga with Natalie Houlding.

Contact: natalie@zafyoga.com

6.30pm to 7.30pm. Pilates with Rebecca Hadlington.

Contact: fitness-worcester.com

THURSDAY.

10.00am (for 10.15am start) to 11.00am Zumba
with Denise Wrafter

11.00am to 12.00noon Yoga with Denise Wrafter.
Contact: denisewrafter@outlook.com

Church Line, Whitingfon, Worosstee, WIS 205

7.15pm - 9.15pm T'ai Chi with Dr Marc. =Y
Contact: marc@obelison.com

wWYCHAVON
FRIDAY. - WDISTRICT COUNCIL
9.45am to 10.45am Zumba with Aimee Ford. qood services. qood value

Contact: aimeeford@yahoo.co.uk
6.00pm to 7.00pm. Duke Yoga with Fiona
Contact: fib42@hotmail.com

Community Hall Management Committee
info@whittingtoncommunityhall.co.uk
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‘Our Marilyn Monroe’ -
born 100 years ago this month
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One hundred years ago, on 1* June 1926, the American film actress,
4 model and sex symbol Marilyn Monroe was born. Remembered for
<+ Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, The Seven Year Itch and Some Like it Hot, v
Y¢ among others, she died in 1962. SAe
Y Ae
¥ Her original name was Norma Jeane Mortenson, and she was born in YAS
Los Angeles, spending much of her childhood in foster homes; she
lived for a while with evangelical Christians Albert and Ida Bolender, as
did her mother, Gladys Monroe. She married James Dougherty at the o,
4 age of 16, and later Joe DiMaggio, the baseball star. e

Y¢ Marilyn suffered a great deal from endometriosis, and although she ¢
¥r became pregnant on three occasions, she had no children. Her ¥
¥ character was contradictory: she was probably bipolar, but combined ¥¢
an apparent naivety with an extremely shrewd business intelligence:
some estimated her IQ at a very high 165. She certainly had a spiritual
side, but this was rarely obvious.

X 0 % %

4 When she married Arthur Miller in 1956, she converted to Judaism
Y because she identified with Jews as an oppressed group, and she
¥¢ retained this spiritual connection after they divorced.
pis
7T Monroe’s career in films started when she was spotted by a
photographer while she was working in an aircraft factory. She was
always seen as a pin-up, and it was an image she cultivated. She wore
+ White to draw attention to her blondness (though she was naturally e
J brunette) and wore deliberately revealing clothes.
pAs
¥ As far as politics were concerned, Monroe was a democrat, admiring ¥¢
¥¢ Abraham Lincoln and giving her backing to civil rights. Her closeness ¥*
7 to the Kennedy family — she was rumoured to have had brief affairs Yo
with both the president, JFK, and his brother Bobby — came at the end
of her life. She died of a barbiturate overdose at her Los Angeles S

i\{home. A
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: Father’ Day, a time to
: celebrate male role models?

@ In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June is Father's Day.

It’s usually a good time for sons and daughters to take their father to
¢ his favourite restaurant, or to watch a favoured sport, or whatever
else he enjoys doing.

0000000000

22 &4

How will you celebrate it this year? If your own father cannot be with
¢ You how about a Zoom meeting? How do these special days ever get
¢ started, anyway? Well, Father’s Day began because way back in 1909 4
¢ there was a woman in Spokane, Washington, named Sonora Louise ¢
¢ Smart Dodd. That year she heard a church sermon about the merits ¢
¢ of setting aside a day to honour one's mother. Mother's Day was just ¢
@ beginning to gather widespread attention in the United States at this ¢
¥ time. But Sonora Louise Smart Dodd knew that it was her father who ¢
@ had selflessly raised herself and her five siblings by himself after their @
@ mother had died in childbirth. So the sermon on mothers gave Sonora ¢
@ Louise the idea to petition for a day to honour fathers, and in ¢
2 particular, her own father, William Jackson Smart. 2
L 4 L 4
@ Sonora Louise soon set about planning the first Father's Day ¢
celebration in Spokane in 1910. With support from the Spokane
Ministerial Association and the YMCA, her efforts paid off, and a
‘Father’s Day’ was appointed. Sonora Louise had wanted Father’s Day
to be on the first Sunday in June (since that was her father's birthday),
but the city council didn't have time to approve it until later in the
month. And so on 9% June, 1910, the first Father's Day was ¢
P celebrated in Spokane. P

L 4
L 4

L 4

¢ Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started ¢
¢ celebrating their fathers, too. The rose was selected as the official ¢
¢ Father's Day flower. Some people began to wear a white rose to ¢
@ honour a father who was dead, and a red one to honour a father who ¢
@& was living.  Finally, in 1972, President Richard Nixon signed a ¢
@ presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as Father's 4
@ Day - a permanent, national holiday. 2

L 4
0000000000000 0000000000009090
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Remembering G K Chesterton

Ninety years ago, on 14" June 1936, G K Chesterton died at his home in
Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire. Novelist, short story writer, journalist,
essayist, poet, social/literary critic and theologian, he is remembered for his
stories about the priest-detective Father Brown.

Gilbert Keith Chesterton was born in Kensington, London, to an estate
agent father and a Swiss-French mother. He was educated at St Paul’s
School before studying art at the Slade School and literature at University
College, London. He did not get a degree, and his earliest ambition was to
be an artist.

A conspicuous figure in both height and girth, he eventually took to writing,
producing in all about 80 books, several hundred poems, 200 short stories,
4000 essays (mostly newspaper columns), and several plays. His literary
preoccupations were initially journalism and social commentary, then
literary criticism and lastly religion.

He was an apologist who spoke out for orthodox Christianity, initially from
an Anglican standpoint, but after 1922 as a Roman Catholic. Using paradox,
a sense of wonder and imaginative wit, he described the Christian faith as
the one logical answer to life’'s mysteries. His seminal book, Orthodoxy,
written when he was an Anglican, was a key factor in the conversion of C S
Lewis.

Chesterton married Frances Blogg in 1901, but the couple were unable to
have children. A writer herself, Frances encouraged her husband and acted
as his personal assistant. He survived a life-threatening illness in 1914
affecting his heart and kidneys and was unconscious for a long period before
recovering, though he never regained full vitality.

His most widely known invented character was Father Brown, kindly
protagonist of a series of detective novels later televised and recently rerun.
Father Brown is an unprepossessing figure with a sharp mind who
understands the intricacies of evil through hearing many confessions.

June
2026
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Worcester Clarinet George Blakesley

Phllharmonic Conductor Dan Watson
ORCHESTRA Leader Graham Longfils

SUMMER CONCERT

Saturday 13th
June, 2:30pm

Pershore Abbey
WR10 1BL

Tickets: £17 (£5 under 16s)
Tourist Offices: Worcester/Pershore*/Malvern (*cash only)

Ticket Enquiries: 07805 077279
Online www.ticketsource.co.uk (booking fees apply) §
Registered Charity Number 512073 ARTS
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'Clipping' Whittington Church

On Friday 1 May children from Key Stage 2 at

Whittington CE Primary School gathered in the grounds #
of Whittington Church, stopping at various places to®=%
pray for our church and community. '

‘Clipping (or Clypping as it used to be known) the i
Church’ is an ancient custom which involves the church
congregation or local children holding hands in an™*

inward-facing ring around the church. It is derived from the Anglo-Saxon
word for ‘embrace’ and is a human chain around a church to symbolise
their love for the place and the parish.

Teacher, Tracy Lister explains:

“The event was led by the children, with Year 6 pupils leading us in prayer
and children from all classes leading us around to the different stops around
the church building.

Our first stop was at the Lychgate, where we remembered those who have
fought in wars and prayed for peace. Whilst there we also looked towards
the school and prayed for the whole school community. We then moved to
the West door, which was open so that we could see into the church - and
prayed for the Christian Community there.

~ Next, we moved towards the Venerable Yew

: :‘a‘ Tree, north of the church, and turned to face

;f the city to pray for the people of Worcester.

Finally, we moved to the East End and looked

i out over the farms to pray for our parish,
village and the farms themselves.

formed a line and walked around the outside
of the church,
holding hands to ‘give the church a hug’ to &
show love and care for it. We lifted our voices
in song and walked around the church
building singing ‘One more step along the
world | go’.

Continued.....




Thankfully the sun joined us and made it a memorable and enjoyable

'II

experience for everyone

On returning to school some of the children drew pictures to show what

they had done.

Tty w0 wew e the Oy of
wha apoat) Drew « pwtwe (s

Our life is
scarcely the
twinkle of a
star in
God’s
eternal day.
- B Taylor

The f\u:) was stolen in 154.¢
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St Mark in the Cherry Orchard
Diocese of Worcester
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News & Views from St Mark in the Cherry Orchard
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Sad News You will have read before of Derryck Higgs, a former and valued
member of St Mark’s congregation who moved to Yorkshire some years
ago. After suffering falls and other medical issues, Derryck passed away
recently surrounded by his family. Whilst it was too far away for us to travel
to his funeral, the service was shown on zoom and recorded for people to
view later. Needless to say, those who knew both Joan & Derryck prior to
their leaving Worcester, held all the family in their thoughts.

The 2026 Annual Parochial Church Meeting was held in St Marks on
Sunday, 17 May, when just 9 people attended. For those who are not
aware, an APCM for the presentation of Annual Reports and Audited
Accounts is a legal requirement. This year, after consulting with the
congregation via email, | was able to save time and paper because | only
needed to print 7 copies, the rest of those approached were happy to
receive it all via email including the Diocesan and Archdeacon. Gone are the
heady days when | was printing in excess of 40 copies to hand out to a much
larger congregation that, sadly, is now down to an average of between 10
and 15 people at the Sunday service; thankfully the reports were accepted,
members of the PCC were reappointed, Chris Cole was proposed and voted
to be the St Marks Synod representative and has also taken on the role of
Church Warden. If anyone would like to read the full reports and has an
email address, | would be happy to send a copy to them.

Local News If you live locally as | do, over many months | have been
observing a bungalow on the opposite side of Bath Road to Norton Turning
turn from a chrysalis into a butterfly housing ‘new kids on the block’! The
property had been a building site for ages, but gone are the overgrown
hedges and unruly trees and in their place is a new business, SoundHouse
Hearing, that offers advice and help about audiology is now fully
operational and all details can be found on
www.soundhouseworcester.co.uk . When | recently went down to church,
it was a case of right place, right time because | met the lovely Laura
Mitchell, a director of the family owned independent audio practice, who
was putting the word out and filled me in about the business. Continued..
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There are so many people who seem to be in denial when partners remark
about their lack of hearing.

Dementia — we’re all in this together! If you are registered with The Hive
for library and other services that are on offer, you will regularly receive
details of various events that are on offer and the one that caught my eye
was that it was Dementia Action Week from 18 — 22 May and | was
particular interested in a talk in association with the University of
Worcester. Whilst there were not many people attending, it was quite
evident that The Hive is able to offer a huge amount of helpful resources
and guidance to life with dementia because quite apart from the interesting
talk, accompanied by a power point presentation, there were lots of
informative leaflets spread out on two large tables.

Most people know of someone who they suspect has dementia or perhaps a
friend who is the carer of a person who has been diagnosed with it, it does
not just affect a particular age group, it does not discriminate and can
happen to anyone. Dementia is an umbrella term that describes a collection
of symptoms that are caused by disorders affecting the brain. It is not one
specific disease, it affects thinking, behaviour and the ability to carry out
everyday tasks; brain function is affected enough to interfere with the
person’s normal or social life and the most common form of Dementia is
Alzheimer’s. There seems to be four main forms of the disease but, in
addition, there are also many other afflictions that are associated with it,
e.g. Parkinson’s: lots of words beginning with ‘A’ can present themselves as
symptoms:

Short term Memory — Amnesia
Communication — Aphasia

Sequencing and processing — Apraxia
Sensory and object recognition — Agnosia
Word finding — Anomia

Apathy, Altered perception and Attention

People may have sight or hearing problems, get lost, have cognitive
overload, difficulty walking, become more isolated if they are less able to
get out and about, lose their independence.

Be aware of the environment and consider what can be improved when the
opportunity arises. Simple changes e.g. removing a patterned rug, painting
a hand rail to make it more obvious, putting a number on a door, having a
bigger clock, putting a picture in a frame so it stands out against the wall.
Continued..... 31



Strangely, one of the pictures we saw was the pattern of our kitchen floor
and it had never occurred to me that the design could cause a problem for
some. Having said that, the colour of a new carpet in The Swan Theatre
foyer was discussed many moons ago because certain colours could be
perceived as being a big hole or a large area of water.

The foregoing only touches the surface, there is so much information and
help available in The Hive or from the Association for Dementia Studies at
the University. Through research, education, consultancy and scholarships,
they make a cutting edge contribution to building evidence-based practical
ways of working with people living with dementia and their families that
enables them to live well. Pop into The Hive and pick up ‘Reading Well for
Dementia’, listing suggestions that have been chosen by people living with
dementia, carers and health professionals. In addition, ask for the leaflet
that details all you need to know about Meeting Centres that are very useful
places to chat with people who may be in a similar position to you, offering
top tips for family members and informal carers; you do not need to feel
that you are alone.

Email: dementia@worc.ac.uk/ visit www.worcester.ac.uk/dementia or
simply ask one of the many guides in The Hive for help. It is impossible for
me to condense the whole talk into a few words and | am indebted to Catrin
Hedd-Jones, Tom Morton and Vega Minton for the fascinating insight into
this complex disease and for sending me the PowerPoint sheets from where
| cribbed the foregoing information; please let me know if you would like
me to send you the 35 page PowerPoint (this is why | couldn’t print it all for
this article) They are all happy to help but perhaps a good place to start
would be catrin.jones@worcs.ac.uk

Finally, someone said (sorry | can’t remember who it was) that we are each
unique but together we are a masterpiece!!

Hence | end where | began — We’re all in this together!! E&OE

The List of Dates for your Diary, Mobile and/or Calendar:

Chat & Cuppa Club Everyone is really friendly so please consider adding
this FREE event to your calendar First Tuesday of EVERY month from 2 -
3pmish and the next one is on 2 June 2026 however, we are currently
meeting in the church. You will receive a warm welcome, a free cuppa and
we rarely leave before 3.30pm! No transport, no problem, because you can
reach us on the No 32 bus and there are stops both ways very nearby.

Just ask for St Marks Church. Continued...
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If you look at the list of hall hirers on the back page of this magazine and see
a group that you might like to attend, please contact the organiser for
further details.

Ja N 07565585726 / janvale810@gmail.com

Our potholes are killing us!

The number of people injured or even killed by falling into potholes has in-
creased by almost 50 per cent in just the last five years. Motorists, passen-
gers and pedestrians are all at risk.

From 270 incidents in 2020, it now stands at 393 in 2024, the last year for
which figures are available.

In 2024, six people died, 128 were seriously injured and 259 suffered minor
injuries. In contrast, back in 2020, five people died, 80 were seriously injured
and 185 suffered minor injuries.

The stories range from pensioners on foot falling into potholes and dying, to
cyclists having their faces smashed to pieces, or getting their wheels jammed
in narrow potholes and dying, to motorcyclists being thrown in front of cars
and dying. Never mind the thousands of car tyres that have been torn to
pieces in potholes.

Meanwhile the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AlIA) has recently reported that
the cost of fixing every pothole in Britain could reach £18.6bn and take 12
years to complete. It calls the situation “a national crisis and a total dis-
grace”.

The Transport Secretary, Heidi Alexander, recently experienced the crisis
for herself when a “moon crater-sized” pothole took her Mini Cooper off
the road by bursting two tyres in Oxfordshire.

Edmund King, president of the AA, says Britain is in a “pothole plague”. So
far this year, the AA has attended an average of 64,330 pothole callouts per
month.
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Helping the people of Ukraine on the front line

UKRAINE APPEAL B UKRAINE APPEAL
UKRAINE FREEDOM COMPANY (WEST MIDLANDS)
Ukrainefreedomcompany.org
Pairon: Ma] Gan Arthur Denaro CBE, DL

COMFORT BOXES

Contributions are required to provide individual ‘comfort’ boxes for the men
and women fighting at the front. These may contain some or all of the
following items:

Female sanitary products; Toilet rolls: Toothpaste/brush; Small towels
Candles (including tea lights) Sewing kits Tea; Coffee; Sweetsichocolate

DO NOT INCLUDE ALCOHOL, DRUGS OR CIGARETTES AS THESE ARE LIKELY TO BE CONFISCATED BY CUSTOMS.
MEDICAL SUPPLIES

*=+* There is a desperate ongoing need for medical supplies and first aid kits — priority items
required being tourniquets, wound dressings, bandages of all types, ete.

While many medical items in the UK are required to have a ‘use-by’ date, and often
consequently get destroyed, UFC can often divert these for use in the Ukraine — please
consider approaching contacts at local hospitals, nursing homes, pharmacies, doctors'
surgeries, paramedics, etc. requesting that they give consideration to donating such supplies.
In addition, there are many mobility aids refained by ex-patients who find it difficult to return
them - we are happy to accept such items including wheelchairs, walking frames, crutches,
walking sticks, imb splints etc.

*=ie are now able to accept financial donations via our dedicated bank account — please
consider a ‘one off donation, or a monthly standing order, details as follows:

Metro Bank  Account: Ukraine Freedom Co (West Midlands)
Account Mo: 56781099 — Sort Code: 23 - 05 - 80

If able to assist, please contact your local UFC representative, who can also amrange collection
throughout the area: Brian Watkins email: |gyelgcewatkins@uwelub pet  mobile: 07771824000
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Remembering John Constable

It was 250 years ago, on |I" June 1776, that John Constable, British
landscape artist, was born.

Widely known as a painter in the Romantic tradition, Constable had a
deeply conservative faith centred on the Church of England, which he
viewed as an essential stabilising force in society. His painting of Salisbury
Cathedral is regarded as a symbol of this.

Born in East Bergholt, Suffolk, to a wealthy corn merchant who owned
Flatford Mill, he was expected to take over the business: although he was
the second son, the eldest was regarded as incapable. But John Constable
was always focused on painting, and the business was eventually taken over
by his younger brother.

Constable enjoyed painting the areas he knew well — primarily those on the
border of Suffolk and Essex which is now known as Constable Country.
“Painting is but another word for feeling,” he wrote to a friend. He
regarded nature as a reflection of God’s creation and his own work as
spiritual, though a tour of the Lake District in 1806 did not convince him of
the attraction of mountains.

He is now highly valued, but he was never successful financially in his own
lifetime, though he was elected to the Royal Academy at the age of 52. He
was more popular in France than in England, but refused invitations to travel
to promote his work, saying he would rather be a poor man in England than
a rich man abroad.

After the death through tuberculosis of his wife May &

Maria Bicknell at the age of 4l, Constable " the
became depressed: it had been a love match that / \
triumphed over opposition from her wealthy of

relatives, and he was left a widower with seven ! W
young children. He continued to paint, but ina = gi{,z‘z;mself

different style, darker and semi-abstract, but still you L1
compelling. p Qe |

E; atall

n

God loves His children as well in adversity as i
in prosperity. - T Watson ] W

| 2 Thessalosions 3:16
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